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Clerkship Goals (for the Community):

1. Develop a data-driven product that will help a population meet a goal of improved health and/or a product that the organization working with the population identifies as a need to improve health. This is achieved through development of a project, product or proposal.
Clerkship Goals (for the Students):

 1. To introduce the concept of a community or population as being an important focus of health care, disease prevention and health promotion.

 2. To assess and profile the nature of a community health issue and evaluate the response of   service delivery systems designed to address the issue.

3. To develop skills and attitudes which make students become effective and empathetic providers, trans-disciplinary team members, patient educators and community and advocates to ensure health equity.

Learner Objectives: 

1. Apply basic epidemiologic skills and concepts to characterize the occurrence of a health issue in a population or community and quantify associated risk factors.

2. Locate, interpret and display relevant data.

3. Identify the common public health and advocacy strategies and programs for preventing and addressing a health issue in a community or population. 

4. Conduct a SWOT- type analysis (strengths-weaknesses-opportunities-threats) of current programs/strategies.

5. Work collaboratively with other health professions students, health care providers and community agencies to develop strategies to advocate for a vulnerable population. 

6. Demonstrate an ability to be aware of, and reflect on, personal reactions to people with the particular health issue.

For further details, go to: http://www.umassmed.edu/fmch/pophealth2012.aspx?linkidentifier=id&itemid=151722

Selected List of Previous Projects:
• Access and Affordability of Healthy Foods on Martha’s Vineyard – 2012

• Mental Health and Substance Abuse Services for the Elderly on Martha’s Vineyard – 2011

• Tick Borne Illnesses on Martha’s Vineyard - 2011

• Teen Substance Abuse - 2009

• Injury and Fall Prevention for the Elders of Martha’s Vineyard - 2008

• Screening for Mental Health Issues and Substance Abuse: An Interdisciplinary Approach - 2006

• Mental Health and Substance Abuse on Martha’s Vineyard – 2005
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