Dukes County Commission
Minutes
Wednesday, September 24, 2014
5:00P.M.

Dukes County Administration Building

9 Airport Road, Edgartown, MA 

Present:
Dukes County Commissioners (DCC): Chair Lenny Jason, Vice Chair Leon Brathwaite, Tristan Israel, Christine Todd, John Alley, *David Holway and *Tom Hallahn
*Participated via telephone conference call.

County Staff: Martina Thornton – Dukes County Manager, Noreen Mavro Flanders – Treasurer, Connie Andrade – Administrative Assistant to the County Manager, Chuck Cotnoir – Dukes County Emergency Management Director , Richard Johnson – Dukes County Mosquito Surveillance Program
Others: Joanie Ames – MVTV, Beth Tessmer-resident, Rich Michelson – MV Airport Commissioner
The meeting was called to order at 5:00PM.
Mosquito Surveillance Program – report by Richard Johnson:
Richard Johnson gave a report on the 2014 season of the mosquito testing program. He said he only caught a half or a third of the number of mosquitoes caught last year. None tested positive. 
Airport Commission (AC) Expansion – Appointment of Additional Airport Commissioners:
The DCC held a discussion about increasing the number of Airport Commissioners to nine because they had so many qualified people apply for the position vacated by Peter Bettencourt. John said he is against it, as he feels it would be against the court order of not interring in airport affairs. Lenny said that the County has some talented people that applied and wants to appoint qualified people and at least one of the candidates said they would not apply in January. Tristan said Martina did the research and found that New Bedford and Norwood Airports both have 9 member Airport Commissions and the law says there can be up to eleven members. Martina said Norwood Selectmen in 2013 signed the same grant assurances as the County did and recently expanded the Airport Commission from five to nine members. There has not been any controversy or action by the Mass Aeronautics. She also said she called Mass Aeronautics and spoke with their counsel and asked if it is ok to increase the Airport Commission to 9. She was told that the County would not be violating the grant assurances if we stay within the law of having from three to eleven members and the new members adhere to the grant assurance provisions; there should not be an issue. 

David/Tristan made a motion to expand the Airport Commissioners from seven to nine members. So voted. Lenny yes, Christine yes, Leon yes, Tristan yes, Lenny yes, David yes, Tom yes, John abstains. Motion carries.  
Christine/Tristan made a motion to appoint two new Airport Commissioners at this meeting. So voted.  Lenny yes, Christine yes, Leon yes, Tristan yes, Lenny yes, David yes, Tom no, John no. Motion carries.  

Martina read the list of candidates. They are: Myron Garfinkle, James Graham, Benjamin Hall, Skipper Manter, Robert Rosenbaum, Jeffrey Wheeler and Kristen Zern. 
Lenny asked the Commissioners present in the room to vote by a ballot. Ballots were collected. 
David voted over the phone for Myron Garfinkle and Robert Rosenbaum. Tom abstained as he did not vote to increase the Airport Commission. 
Lenny Jason – Myron Garfinkle, Robert Rosenbaum
Leon Brathwaite – Myron Garfinkle, Robert Rosenbaum
Tristan Israel – Myron Garfinkle, Robert Rosenbaum

John Alley – Myron Garfinkle, Robert Rosenbaum
David Holway – Myron Garfinkle, Robert Rosenbaum

Christine Todd – Myron Garfinkle, James Graham

Martina said the two with the most votes are Myron Garfinkle and Robert Rosenbaum. Their terms will be staggered; one will expire in 2016 and one in 2017. Leon said the one that received the most votes will expire in 2017. Martina said Myron Garfinkle will expire in 2017 and Robert Rosenbaum in 2016. 
Tristan said he hoped the candidates that were not chosen will apply again in the spring. 

Assoc. Commissioner for Disabled – Kathleen Samways:
Kathleen Samways gave the DCC an update on her activities as the Assoc. Commissioner for Disabled. Kathleen is working with the Council on Aging in Oak Bluffs and Edgartown to establish a program called “A Matter of Balance”. The program is designed to help people with their balance to avoid injury. Through Kathleen’s communications with Massachusetts Office on Disability she has been invited to attend a community access monitoring training in Braintree in October. She will try to attend. A discussion was held. Leon asked if the Island has any four wheelers to make the beach more accessible. Kathleen said Edgartown has a big wheel balloon tire chair and Menemsha has one too. Leon asked if it would be possible to attain grant monies to purchase one for the County. Kathleen said she would look into that. Martina said there is no budget for the Assoc. Commissioner for Disability Affairs and recommended that the DCC increase the budget for the Associate Commissioner of Disabled Affairs to allow Kathleen to go to the training and a couple other projects she is working on.  
Leon/Christine made a motion to move $1,000.00 into the Assoc. Commissioner for Disabled Affairs budget. So voted. David yes, Tom yes, John yes, Christine yes, Leon yes, Lenny yes, Tristan yes. Motion carries. 

Visioning – Recommendations:
Lenny said the Visioning recommendation was to revise the Dukes County Administrative Code. A discussion was held. The DCC recommended that Martina revise the Administrative Code and Leon said he would help. Tristan said the County should reach out to the Airport for input. Christine said if Martina reaches a point where she needs assistance to let the DCC know. Tristan recommended contacting the Town Administrators for additional information if needed. Christine said while it was recommended that the County Commissioners only meet six times annually, she does not see how that would be possible given the number of things the DCC has had to deal with recently. 
Manager’s Report:
· State Beach - Barrier Beach Task Force meeting is scheduled for September 25th at 9:30am will be held at the Dukes County Administration Building. 
Leon/Tristan made a motion that Christine represents the Dukes County Commissioners on the Barrier Beach Task Force. So voted. David yes, Tom yes, John yes, Christine yes, Leon yes, Lenny yes, Tristan yes. Motion carries. 

· Registry of Deeds - There are 29 applicants so far for the position of the Registry of Deeds Clerk. Deadline for applications is September 25th. 
· Sister Islands initiative with St. Vincent and Grenadines – Ambassador Prince will be coming on Saturday, September 27th, 2014 at 4:30pm at the West Tisbury Library to sign a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU). The program will last 1.5 hours. Everyone is invited.
· Island Flu clinic - Saturday October 4th – instructions and forms can be find in the news section on the county website. 

Christine/Tristan made a motion to go into executive session to discuss strategy in connection with a complaint brought by Commissioner John S. Alley alleging a violation of the Open Meeting Law on August 27th, 2014 in accordance with MGL Ch. 30A§21(a)(1) and not to reconvene to open session and to invite Martina Thornton – County Manager, Connie Andrade – Administrative Assistant to the County Manager and Attorney Michael Goldsmith – County Counsel to participate in the meeting. So voted. Isreal yes, Holway yes, Alley yes, Brathwaite yes, Hallahan yes, Todd yes and Jason yes. 

The regular meeting was adjourned at 5:56PM. 

Respectfully Submitted by:

______________________________

JOSEPH E. SOLLITTO JR., Clerk of the Courts

Documents presented at the meeting and part of the official records:

· Agenda
· Applications and Letters of Recommendations for Airport Commissioner Position

· Sister Island Initiative Flyer

· Island Flu Clinic Flyer
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