
Dukes County Commission
Minutes
Wednesday, March 12th, 2014
5:00P.M.

Dukes County Administration Building

9 Airport Road, Edgartown, MA 

Present:

Dukes County Commissioners (DCC): Chair Lenny Jason, Vice Chair Leon Brathwaite, Tristan Israel,   John Alley, *Christine Todd, **Melinda Loberg
County Staff: Martina Thornton – County Manager, Connie Andrade – Administrative Assistant to the County Manager, Carol Grant – Asst. Treasurer
Others: Joanie Ames – MVTV, Beth Tessmer – MV Airport Employee, Jim Klingensmith – Associate Commissioner for the Elderly, Richard Michelson, Daniel Durawa, Chuck Cotnoir – Emergency Management Director.
* Joined the meeting via telephone
**Joined the meeting via Skype

The meeting was called to order at 5:05PM.
Minutes:
No minutes were approved at this meeting.
FY2015 Proposed Budget:

This item was deferred to the next meeting
Appointments:
Lenny made the following appointments:

Connie Teixiera – Associate Commissioner for the Homeless

James Klingensmith – Associate Commissioner for Elderly Affairs

Michael Joyce – Associate Commissioner for Youth

Tristan said he will try to call Alex Freidman in regards to the Associate Commissioner of Fisheries to find out what the status is and will update the DCC at their next meeting.

Leon/John made a motion to reappoint Chuck Cotnoir as the Dukes County Emergency Management Director. So voted. All in favor. Motion carries.
Tristan asked about the other appointments for the Airport Commission and the Dukes County Health Council. Lenny said they will be done April 9th at the meeting. 
Friends of Sengekontacket (FOS) Saturdays on the Beach:
The FOS would like approval to do Saturdays on the Beach, an educational program for children and their families starting July 12th  and ending August 23rd with the Mass Audubon.

Christine/Tristan made a motion to approve Saturdays on the Beach for Friends of Sengekontacket. So voted. All in favor. Motion carries.
Manager’s Report:
· Eastville Beach:
Martina said the County had to reject all the bids for the project to move sand from Eastville Beach to State Beach because we have not received an approval from FEMA for a change of scope for the project and there is not enough time to complete the project before the environmental restrictions are enforced on April 1st. Martina has applied for an extension from FEMA till the end of the year. Once the restriction for the endangered birds is lifted, the County will do another bid and hope to have the project completed in the fall. By then the County will know how much money they can spend from FEMA. (The original grant from FEMA was for 10,000 cubic yards but we only need 3,000 cubic yards.)
· Spotted Knapweed:
Martina said the spotted knapweed study is still going on. The Barrier Beach Task Force is inviting the public to help dig up the spotted knapweed and plant beach grass on Saturday, March 29th with a rain date of Sunday, March 30th  at 10:00am. 
· Social Security Administration (SSA):
There was an article in the MV Gazette about SSA establishing a video conference for people on Martha’s Vineyard. Congressman Keating’s office called Martina and told her they were trying to put a video conference terminal at the Oak Bluffs Council on Aging for remote access for their agents to meet with Islanders. A discussion followed. Christine asked who will do the training and has some concerns as to who will operate the equipment. Martina said she thinks it would be a like Skype program. Tristan said this is a great first step and the County should write Social Security and Congressman Keating’s office thanking them. Martina said the newspaper states it will be ready in the next two to three months.
· Personnel Board:

Martina said she is still waiting for a date from the Airport as to when they can meet with the job classification and compensation study consultant.

· Vineyard Health Care Access Program (VHCAP):

VHCAP had an oversight board meeting of the representatives appointed by the towns yesterday and it was very productive. The Board reviewed the goals for FY15 and met with Sarah Kuh the Director of VHCAP. 
· Mass in Motion (MIM):
Martina said that she recently received information that the MIM grant would not be continued after this year. The steering committee met with Nevette Previd the MIM Director and reviewed her goals for the last six months. There are several projects that will be worked on in the final 6 months including bike to school day and bike rodeo and the complete streets project. They are working on a “Get one gift one program” with the local grocery stores that if someone buys one of the healthy choices for food, the same item could be donated to the food pantry in an effort to make healthier choices. 

· Connie Teixeira – Associate Commissioner for Homelessness:
Connie will be attending of the Cape Cod and the Island seminar on homelessness on March 24th in Barnstable. A discussion followed. Tristan & Christine said they believe Martina should attend that meeting too as the County needs to have much stronger relationships with Cape Cod in addressing this issue. 

· 2014 Elections:
Martina has put the information for the elections on the Counties website. The deadline for submission of nominating papers is April 29th and you can pick up the nomination papers at the County Commissioner’s office at the Dukes County Administration building or at the Town Clerk’s office. 
New Business:
· Christine said she was at the Oak Bluffs Selectman’s meeting last night and in regards to Eastville Beach. Dan Martino and his brother presented a proposal for an oyster farm. Christine asked them to meet with the Eastville Beach Committee to let them know what’s going on and give some details to the County. Martina informed the Board that she already reviewed the matter and did not have any issues with the proposal.

· Beth Tessmer asked if the Airport Commission would be appointed at the April 9th meeting and do the current Airport Commissioners that are up for reappointment still have voting authority. Lenny said the Airport Commissioners and the Dukes County Health Council will be appointed in April and until that time, they do still have voting authority.

Lenny said the DCC will devote the entire meeting on March 26th to the FY15 Budget.
Old Business:
No old business was discussed.
Leon/John made a motion to adjourn the meeting. So voted. All in favor.
Meeting was adjourned at 5:28pm. 

Respectfully Submitted by:

______________________________

JOSEPH E. SOLLITTO JR., Clerk of the Courts

Documents presented at the meeting and part of the official records:

· Agenda
· Copy of article in MV Gazette for SSA returning to the Island.  
· County Manager Report
· FY15 Updated budget cover sheet
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