Dukes County Commission
Minutes
Wednesday, February 26, 2014
4:00P.M.

Dukes County Administration Building

9 Airport Road, Edgartown, MA 

Present:

Dukes County Commissioners (DCC): Chair Lenny Jason, Vice Chair Leon Brathwaite, Tristan Israel,  Christine Todd, Tom Hallahan, Melinda Loberg and John Alley
County Staff: Martina Thornton – County Manager, Connie Andrade – Administrative Assistant to the County Manager, Dianne Powers – Register of Deeds, Joseph Sollitto – Clerk of the Courts
Others: Joanie Ames – MVTV, Olivia Hull – MV Gazette, Chuck Cotnoir – Dukes County Emergency Management Director, Peter Cabana – Dukes County Representative to Cape & Vineyard Electric Co-op (CVEC) 
The meeting was called to order at 4:03PM.
Minutes:
Tristan/Tom made a motion to approve the minutes from January 8, 2014. So voted. All in favor. Motion carries.
Cape Light Compact & Cape & Vineyard Electric Co-op Appointment:

Tom commended Peter for the work he has accomplished on behalf of the County. Tom believes Peter should work in concert with Martina and keep her informed in all matters. Martina should have notice before Peter speaks with any State Representative or Congressman. Peter said he will go overboard on keeping her informed. Martina asked how long of term the DCC is appointing him for. Lenny said the normal is three years. Martina said because the DCC has a term of two years she does not believe they can appoint someone for a longer term than two years.  
Tristan/Melinda made a motion to reappoint Peter Cabana for two years as the Dukes County Representative to the Cape Light Compact and Cape & Vineyard Electric Cooperative. So voted. All in favor. Motion carries.

Center for Living Update:
Martina sent a formal letter to the Airport Commission (AC) informing them that the County is interested in leasing the lot next door with the understanding we are working with the Center for Living (C4L). The AC will contact the person leasing the land to see if he is interested in releasing their interests in the lot. A discussion followed. Christine asked what plans the C4L has in place once we get approval. Martina said they are looking at a possible modular building; she also has someone looking into grant funding. This person is looking into possibly up to 4 different grants for seed money. 
FY2015 Budget (Discussion on Draft):

The budget discussions were postponed until the next meeting. Tom said the DCC should have a finance committee. 

Tristan/Christine made a motion that Leon and Tom be part of a finance committee to help review the FY15 Budget along with someone from the general public to be named later. So voted. Melinda yes, Christine yes, Lenny yes, Tristan yes, Leon and Tom abstained. Motion carries. 

Manager’s Report:
· Cape Light Compact:

Martina said that the County will be signing a one year term contract with Cape Light Compact to buy electricity at a rate of 10.064 cents per kilowatt hours. 
· Training for Discrimination/Sexual Harassment:

Martina attended a Massachusetts Municipal Lawyers Association seminar regarding sexual harassment & discrimination in the work place and how to handle an employer’s discrimination case from the initial complaint to the investigation and responding to the Massachusetts Commission Against Discrimination (MCAD) complaints. A discussion followed. Tristan said he is now on the Massachusetts Municipal Association (MMA) policy board and they may be another source of information for situations regarding MCAD complaints. 
· Job Classification Study:

The Airport Commission decided to be part of the job compensation and classification study. 

· Registry of Deeds:

Martina said there has been a discussion about what to do with the Registry of Deeds on days when the State closes the Courthouse for weather related issues. Dianne said historically when the State closes the Courthouse the Registry closes too and if the County closes and the State doesn’t then the State would close the Courthouse. Dianne had concerns that when the courts are closed the security would not be present. Dianne asked the DCC to establish a policy going forward. Joe said if the Court closes then the Registry should close too. By not closing, there could be security issues. Leon thinks if the Court closes the County should too. Tristan said he believes all the county employees should be treated the same and the County Manager should be making the call as to whether to close or not. 
Tom/Leon made a motion that the County has a policy to close the Registry of Deeds if the Courthouse closes for security purposes. So voted. All in favor. Motion carries.
New Business:
No new business was discussed.

Old Business:
No old business was discussed.
Tristan/Christine made a motion to go into executive session to discuss strategy with respect to litigation in accordance with MGL Ch. 30A§21(a)(3)and not to reconvene to open session and to invite Martina Thornton – County Manager and Connie Andrade – Administrative Assistant to the County Manager to remain. So voted. Isreal yes, Alley yes, Braithwaite yes, Todd yes, Hallahan yes and Jason yes. 

Tristan/Christine made a motion to adjourn the meeting. So voted. All in favor.
Meeting was adjourned at 4:30pm. 

Respectfully Submitted by:

______________________________

JOSEPH E. SOLLITTO JR., Clerk of the Courts

Documents presented at the meeting and part of the official records:

· Agenda
· Cape Light Compact Letter
· FY2015 Budget Summary
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