Dukes County Commission
Minutes
Wednesday, September 11, 2013
5 P.M.

Dukes County Administration Building

9 Airport Road, Edgartown, MA 

Present:

County Commissioners: Chair Tom Hallahan, Co-Chair Lenny Jason, Tristan Israel, Melinda Loberg John Alley, Leon Brathwaite and Christine Todd 
County Staff: Martina Thornton – County Manager, Connie Andrade - Administrative Assistant to the County Manager, Chuck Cotnoir – Dukes County Emergency Management Director
Others: Joanie Ames – MVTV, James Klingensmith - Associate Commissioner for Elderly Affairs, Ivy Ash - Vineyard Gazette , Adam Wilson – MVC Housing Needs Assessment Study Group, Beth Toomey – Associate Commissioner (AC) for Public Health, Dick Johnson – Mosquito Surveillance Technician, Rick Carney
The meeting was called to order at 5:05PM.
Minutes:
Tristan/Christine made a motion to approve the minutes from August 14, 2013. So voted. Tom, Tristan, Melinda and Christine voted yes, John and Lenny abstained. Motion carries.
Tristan/Christine made a motion to approve the minutes from August 28, 2013. So voted. Lenny, Tristan, Melinda and Christine voted yes, Tom and Leon abstained. Motion carries.
Mosquito Surveillance – Dick Johnson:

Dick Johnson gave the DCC an update for the Mosquito Program administered by the County. The program ended the first week in September. Dukes County received three positive mosquito tests for West Nile virus of the 57 samples that were collected. The positives were found in West Tisbury, Tisbury and Oak Bluffs. Dick reviewed the various requirements to catch the mosquitos to send them in for testing. He thanked the DCC for allowing him to use the IPM truck for the program. A discussion followed. Tristan recommended extending the trapping season. The Boards of Health would have to agree as they are paying for this service and that the additional testing would not change the fact that the disease is on the island and people need to take precautions.
Assoc. Commissioner for Public Health – Beth Toomey:
Beth said September is Emergency Preparedness Month and she has been working with Jim Klingensmith – AC for Elderly Affairs and Chuck Cotnoir – Dukes County Emergency Management Director. Beth, Jim and Chuck have been meeting with the town’s Councils on Aging. Beth would like to educate seniors and others about what supplies people would need to go to a shelter. Many people came to shelters during the last storm without their medicines and information about their medical histories. Beth would like to have a “kit” for the elderly with checklists of items that they should bring along.
Appropriation from the State for Shell Fishing:

Martina said that the State appropriated $75K for Dukes, Barnstable and Nantucket Counties and would like the monies jointly administrated by the County. Rick Carney gave Martina a proposal of how the monies would be spent. Rick would like the money used for a shortfall in their budget for the hatchery. Rick gave a brief history of Martha’s Vineyard Shellfish Group. 
Tristan/Leon made a motion to receive the $25,000.00 from the State agency and contract with the Martha’s Vineyard Group for the funds to be used for shellfish propagation on the Island. So voted. All in favor. Motion carries. 

Martha’s Vineyard (MV) Housing Needs Assessment – Adam Wilson:
Adam gave a brief history of the Martha’s Vineyard Affordable Housing Committee and their efforts. Adam said there has been a great attempt by all the Towns to provide affordable housing and that they hired an outside person to make suggestions on how to better the program. He reviewed the MV housing needs assessment summary findings (see attached) with the DCC. Christine Flynn said that recent legislation changed to allow towns to work together on regional applications so towns can partner with each other for community preservation funds, historical preservation and community housing efforts.
Strategic Planning Update – Tom Hallahan:
Tom said he and Martina are in the process of choosing which company will complete the study. Tom said the mission is defined by the State but the vision of County needs to be clarified. Martina and Tom have talked to the Collins Center at UMass. The Collins Center for Public Management has educated experts on Government.  Martina is currently waiting for a proposal from them.
Joint Meeting with County Advisory Board (CAB) – Agenda:
Tom said he, Martina, Art and Noreen had a meeting regarding a recent vote by the CAB. It was suggest at that meeting that the DCC schedule a joint meeting with the CAB to review the following issues:
· Creation of a Capital Improvement Fund (CIF)

· Courthouse issues

· Center for Living/PV Project at the Airport Business Park

· Use of the Cape and Island License Plates income

John suggested calling Bill Meehan at the DOR with any questions the DCC may have regarding the CAB’s vote to return $150K to the Towns.

Manager’s Report: 
Photovoltaic (PV) Project Consultant:

Martina has talked to a couple of different consultants to have them review the Sun Edison proposal for the Solar Photovoltaic System. Ridley & Associates have proposed reviewing the bid for a cost of $2,500.00 with a contingency at $250.00 an hour if the project extends beyond 10 hours.
John/Christine made a motion to allot $2,500.00 for Ridley & Associates to review the feasibility of the Sun Edison Solar Photovoltaic System proposal. So Voted. All in favor. 
Tristan/Christine made a motion to transfer $5,000.00 from the Lease line to the Miscellaneous Contractual line. So voted. All in favor. Motion carries. 
Youth Task Force (YTF):
Martina said that the YTF received a grant from the Federal Drug Free Communities Program that will sustain their program for the next five years. The grant totals $625,000.00
Medical Reserve Corp (MRC):
The MRC will be getting a grant of $4,600.00 which will be administered by the County.
Standard and Poor’s Credit Rating:
The County received a rating of Triple A. The report states extremely strong capital, strong reserves with extremely low debt levels. Martina reviewed the findings with the DCC.
Regionalization Conference:
DCC approved Martina to attend the Regionalization Conference on Monday, September 16th.
Community Initiative Challenge (CIC) Grant:
The State announced funding for the 3rd year. $4M to promote regionalization for agencies committed to working together to be more efficient and effective. This information has been sent to all the Town Administrators.
The Veteran’s (VA) Contract:
Jo Ann Murphy told Martina that the contract for extending the services for the islanders is ready to be signed and does not foresee any problematic issues.  There will be no lapse in service and the VA is adding a few new benefits.

Friends of Sengekontacket: 
Martina attended their annual meeting and discussed the items that will be addressed at the Barrier Task Force meeting next week. 

Old Business:
No old business was discussed.
Leon/John made a motion to adjourn the meeting. So voted. All in favor.
Meeting was adjourned at 6:30pm. 

Respectfully Submitted by:

______________________________

JOSEPH E. SOLLITTO JR., Clerk of the Courts

Documents presented at the meeting and part of the official records:

· Agenda
· Summary of Mosquito Program
· Proposed agenda for joint CAB/DCC meeting
· Proposal from Ridley & Associates, Inc.
· Martha’s Vineyard Housing Needs Assessment Summary Findings
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