Dukes County Commission
Minutes
Wednesday, July 24, 2013
5 P.M.

Dukes County Administration Building

9 Airport Road, Edgartown, MA 

Present:

County Commissioners: Chair Thomas Hallahan, Leon Brathwaite, Tristan Israel and Christine Todd 
County Staff: Martina Thornton – County Manager, Connie Andrade - Administrative Assistant to the County Manager, Chuck Cotnoir – Dukes County Emergency Management Director
Others: Joanie Ames – MVTV, James Klingensmith – Associate Commissioner for Elderly Affairs. 
The meeting was called to order at 5:04PM.
Minutes:
Tristan/Leon made a motion to approve the minutes from June 12, 2013. So voted. Tom, Leon, and Tristan voted yes, Christine abstains. Motion carries.
Tristan/Leon made a motion to approve the minutes from June 18, 2013. So voted. All in favor. Motion carries.
Tristan/Leon made a motion to approve the minutes from July 10, 2013. So voted. All in favor. Motion carries.
Associate Commissioner for Elderly Affairs – Jim Klingensmith:

Jim asked the Dukes County Commissioners (DCC) to support his efforts of trying to get a Social Security (SS) person to come to the island once a month. He reviewed the various obstacles and possible solutions. He suggested SS receive a free pass on the Steamship Authority. Tristan recommended that Jim make a presentation at the all island selectman’s meeting. Christine suggested a fund raiser during the summer months to help raise funds for the Center for Living. The County is hoping to have some floor plans in the near future for the Center for Living building. 
Arts Martha’s Vineyard (MV):
Ann Smith the Chair of Arts Martha’s Vineyard reviewed their “Fall for the Arts” program for this year. Arts MV’s hope is to keep people coming to the island thru the month of October. They also requested that a link be established from the County’s website to MV Arts.  
Manager’s Report: 
· FY2014Supplemental Budget

Martina noted a change to the FY2014 budget regarding her salary because she did not include her 3% performance review increase based on her contract for $2,091.21. 

Christine/Leon made a motion to approve the amendment to the FY2014 budget to include Martina’s 3% raise. So voted. All in favor. Motion carries.
· Request for Proposal (RFP) for Integrated Pest Management (IPM)
A RFP has been advertised with a deadline for proposals August 2nd.

· RFP for PV system installation

A RFP has been advertised with a deadline for proposals on August 23rd. 
· Ping4:
Martina met with the Emergency Management Directors and it was agreed to use the Ping4 alerting system to reach the visitors whenever the Towns send out a Code Red warning. 

· State Beach:  

“$50 Fine” signs will be installed at State Beach to enforce the beach rules including parking.  The Sheriff’s department is currently patrolling the beach and ticketing people with dogs or any other violations. The County will be ordering signs informing the public that only shellfish vehicles are allowed on the Sengekontacket side of the beach. Martina contacted the State to find out more information about the permitting process regarding the kayaking person. 
· FEMA Disaster Assistance:
FEMA environmental department completed the review of the big project proposal of moving sand from Eastville Beach to State Beach. 
· Courthouse: 
Martina met with Carlton Sprague and went over the report provided by the architects. He agreed to address some of the issues that were identified.      

· Mosquito Testing
Dick Johnson was hired to conduct the mosquito surveillance this summer. So far no positive results have come back. All towns participate in the testing.  The testing will continue through the first week in September. 
· Mass in Motion:
The County will be receiving another $60K for the third year of the grant. Peg Reagan was commended for her efforts. 
· Rat Balloon – 

The value of a new balloon would be approx. $2,200 (without the generator). A discussion was held regarding whether the County should donate the rat to the Martha’s Vineyard Community Service Possible Dreams auction and other ways to dispose of the rat or advertise it on eBay.
Christine/Tristan made a motion to ask Martha’s Vineyard Community Services if they are interested in using the inflatable rat as an item for their Possible Dreams auction. So voted. All in favor. Motion carries. 
Old Business:

· Eastville Beach:

Christine said that Richie Combra from Oak Bluffs Highway Department has completed all the things we had asked him to do on Eastville Beach, including changing the direction of the vehicles parking which will allow more vehicles to fit in the parking lot. The new signs that say “carry in carry out” seem to be working in regards to the trash. Tristan recommended we send Richie a letter of appreciation from the DCC. 
· Strategic Plan:
Tom proposed that he and Martina set up some guidelines for hiring a facilitator and what the possible outcomes would be. There was some discussion as to who would be involved in the project. The current conclusion is the DCC and a couple of members or the County Advisory Board (CAB) and perhaps the department heads. Tentative dates are September 13th and 14th or September 20th and 21st or one day from each weekend. The DCC members in attendance are available for those two weekends. 
Tristan/Christine made a motion to adjourn the meeting. So voted. All in favor.
Meeting was adjourned at 5:58pm. 

Respectfully Submitted by:

______________________________

JOSEPH E. SOLLITTO JR., Clerk of the Courts

Documents presented at the meeting and part of the official records:

· Agenda
· Manager’s notes

· Associate Commissioner for Elderly Affairs  update

· Fall for the Arts brochure 
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