Dukes County Commission
Minutes
Wednesday, May 22, 2013
5 p.m. 
Dukes County Administration Building

9 Airport Road, Edgartown, MA 

Present:

County Commissioners: Chair Thomas Hallahan, Leon Brathwaite, Tristan Israel and Christine Todd, Melinda Loberg 
County Staff: Martina Thornton – County Manager, Connie Andrade - Administrative Assistant to the County Manager, Joseph Roberts – AC for Disability Affairs, Noreen Flanders Mavro – County Treasurer 
Others: Joanie Ames – MVTV
The meeting was called to order at 5:10PM.
Associate Commissioner for Disability Affairs – Joseph Roberts:
Joseph presented the DCC Grievance Procedure under Americans with Disabilities Act for approval that he believes has to be posted on our website and in our office. A discussion followed. Tristan asked if he had audited the Courthouse for being ADA compliant and asked if he could perhaps make the report a “cliff note” type of report. Joseph would like to have the final audit completed by the next DCC meeting on June 12th. Joseph also reviewed the beach access on State Beach and recommended that the ramp be re-enforced in the middle to keep it flat and sturdy and have “toe guards” to keep wheelchairs from falling off the ramps. The “toe guards” should be two inches high. Tristan said we should review the documents before voting on them. Tom clarified these are a federal law, the County has to adhere to them at a minimum and any complaints should be referred to Joseph Roberts as he will act as the conduit. Joseph was also asked to review the roles and responsibilities for his position and expand the description to be more detailed. Joseph wanted the DCC to understand that there is no ‘grandfather clause” for the courthouse. Martina said she has received some guidance from the Edgartown Historical Commission for some of the work at the Courthouse. 

Tristan/Christine made a motion to table The Grievance Procedure under American’s with Disabilities Act as County policy until further review can be completed. So voted. All in favor. Motion carries.
FY13 Budget:
Martina reviewed the FY13 Budget update report. All three items that the DCC voted on to be included in the FY13 budget passed at the County Advisory Board (CAB) meeting as presented. They are: Ping4 Alert Notification System $4,000.00, 2/3rd of the insurance bill for the Sheriff’s department, and using the $12,000.00 for the Treasurer’s Office new server to be divided into using the monies for the Cloud (or other options) and purchasing three new workstations. 
FY14 Budget: 

Martina said the FY14 Budget passed as presented with one exception, the $20K expense for a grant writer. The County Advisory Board (CAB) requested that we do an RFP for the grant writer and reintroduce this item at that time. A discussion followed. Christine said the general consensus is that the CAB is in support of the grant writing, but they want it to be specific for a grant for a particular project such as a grant for Center for Living. Martina wanted clarification from the DCC that they are in agreement so that she can go out for a Request for Quote (RFQ) for researching and possibly writing grants for projects such as Center for Living and the Courthouse. Tom requested that Martina come back to the DCC when she gets a list of two or three projects and how she would prioritize them and make the Center for Living the top of the list. The joint meeting for the FY14 Budget public hearing is tentatively set for June 14th at 4:00PM at the Oak Bluffs Library. Martina said two of the six towns have appropriated monies for the IPM program. They are Chilmark, Aquinnah. Also, Edgartown is still interested in the service the way it was. Tisbury and Oak Bluffs have approved the funds but have requested that the County do an RFP and separate the costs of residential, commercial and municipal properties. Martina said she can run an ad in the newspaper to advertise for someone to collect mosquitos for testing for ten months during the summer. Noreen asked what happens if the RFP comes in higher than anticipated. Tristan said at that point we will need to evaluate whether we can do the program or not. 
Tristan/Melinda made a motion that the DCC take the IPM program we historically offered through a County employee and that we now do a broad RFP for the entire program. So voted. All in favor. Motion carries. 
Regional Building/PV Project – Update:

Tom said the CAB agreed for the County to research a regional building that would house the Center for Living and go out and look at feasibility of creating a budget. Right now there is $30K in the FY14 budget for the lease. The DCC will put the numbers together and present them to each town’s FinComs and then present them as warrants in the fall for a vote on in the spring of 2014. Martina said there needs to be some research done as to whether the building will even be owned by the County. If we need to borrow money we would need legislation first to allow us to do it. The CAB also discussed how the funding between the towns would work. It would be based on the number of people over 60 in each town. 
Manager’s Report: 
Martina has received notification that all the DCC members are invited to attend the 4th of July Parade and she will send the details in an email. On Saturday May 26th there will be a benefit concert to support the Veteran’s Services and the Fallen Hero’s Fund at the Martha’s Vineyard Film Center from 4:00pm to 6:00pm. 
New Business:
Martina presented the DCC with a “Disclosure by an Appointed County Employee of Financial Interest and Determination by Appointing Authority as Required by M.G.L.c.268A sec 13” This document was presented because she is currently the Treasurer for the Animal Shelter and needed a vote to determine that there is no conflict of interest for her acting as County Manager in matters involving the Animal Shelter. Tom directed the DCC members to choose one of the three options and vote accordingly. Tristan said he wanted to discuss the options presented before voting. Tom said he would like a motion and then a discussion. Tristan said he thinks Martina helps at the Shelter because she cares about animals and this puts her in a difficult position and he does not believe she should be put in that position. He believes Tom should be overseeing this matter as the Chairman and that it’s a sensitive matter. Martina clarified that 
she has no financial interest in working for the shelter and the DCC should decide what is best for the County. 
Melinda said she’d like to recuse herself from the matter until a vote has been taken because she too is on the Animal Shelter Board.

Christine/Leon made a motion that Martina is able to represent the County in this matter given that her financial interest in this is insignificant. So voted. Christine and Tom voted yes, Tristan voted no, Melinda abstained. Motion carries.
Melinda also made a disclosure that she also serves on the Animal Shelter Board. She holds no special position; she’s just a board member. Melinda only brings this up because the DCC may have to make decisions about the financial matter regarding the Shelter. Tom said this is an identical disclosure form.
Tristan said he wants to protest this procedure because you do not have to make a motion before discussion. Tom said that he is the Chair and he is assuming to follow the parliamentary procedure. Tristan requested that it be noted that he wants a formal complaint about this procedure. 
Christine/Tristan made a motion that Melinda is able to represent the DCC in this matter given that she has no financial interest in the matter. So voted. All in favor. Motion carries.

Old Business: 

David Vigneault from the Dukes County Regional Housing Authority (DCRHA) requested that Ann Wallace from Chilmark be affirmed as the Representative from Chilmark by the DCC. He also would like the DCC to affirm Todd Christy as the at Large Appointee. The Regional at Large Appointee position was previously held by Gosnold, but they have chosen not to participate.
Leon/Melinda made a motion to appoint the two candidates to the DCRHA Board as presented. So voted. All in favor. Motion carries. 

Christine/Leon made a motion to adjourn the meeting. So voted. All in favor.
Meeting was adjourned at 6:15pm. 

Respectfully Submitted by:

______________________________

JOSEPH E. SOLLITTO JR., Clerk of the Courts

Documents presented at the meeting and part of the official records:

· Agenda

· Grievance Procedure Under Americans with Disabilities Act
· Notice Under the Americans With Disabilities Act
· Epidemiology of Mosquito & Tick Borne Diseases, Pesticide Laws and Regulations

· Facts about ADA and Municipal Governments

· Disclosure By an Appointed County Employee of Financial Interest and Determination by Appointing Authority as Required by G.L.c.268A, ss 13
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