DUKES COUNTY COMMISSION
Wednesday, April 13, 2005

5 p.m.

Administration Building

Call to order

Chairman John S. Alley called the meeting to order at 5:00 p.m. A quorum was present. In addition to Mr. Alley, the following Commissioners were in attendance: Vice Chairman Robert M. Sawyer, Leonard Jason Jr., Leslie H. Leland, Nelson W. Smith, Paul A. Strauss, and Roger W.  Wey. Other county officials and employees in attendance were County Manager E. Winn Davis, Sheriff Michael A. McCormack, Treasurer Noreen Mavro Flanders; Register of Deeds Dianne E. Powers; and Executive Assistant Brian S. Kinal, who took these minutes.  Mrs. Robert M. Sawyer was also in attendance.

Adoption of Minutes 

Mr. Leland made a motion, seconded by Mr. Sawyer, to adopt the minutes of the March 23 Commission meeting. The vote in favor was 6-0 (Mr. Smith abstained.) Mr. Leland moved, seconded by Mr. Sawyer, to adopt the minutes of the March 23 Executive Session. The minutes were adopted by a vote of 6-0 (Mr. Smith abstained.) Mr. Jason proposed the following amendment to the Feb. 9 minutes: Under “Adoption of Minutes,” the first sentence would be deleted. It read, “Minutes of 8 December 2004 were deferred due to lack of quorum.” The reason for the amendment was that the minutes of 8 December 2004 had already been approved on 15 December 2004. Mr. Sawyer seconded the amendment. It was unanimously approved.

County Manager’s Report

Mr. Davis said three law firms replied to a request for proposals for legal counsel: Kopelman & Paige, Marcia Cini (incumbent), and Michael Goldsmith. The ranges of hourly fees were $165 to $190. He said two firms presented proposals to serve as labor counsel: Kopelman & Paige and Gilman/Holtz (incumbent).

Mr. Davis said Kopelman & Paige would probably be eliminated because of a conflict of interest the firm would have. Her said a vote would be scheduled for later.

On another matter, Mr. Davis said an impasse has been reached with the Town of Tisbury over payment by Tisbury of the Veteran’s Agent assessment. That’s despite the fact that the Advisory Board, including Tisbury and Chilmark, voted unanimously last summer in favor of the assessment under a 1982 law. Subsequently, Mr. Davis related, Tisbury and Chilmark Selectmen voted against paying the assessment. He said that if Tisbury and Chilmark continue to refuse to pay, the County would be required to take some other action. Mr. Sawyer urged making one more attempt to meet with Tisbury officials to resolve the impasse. 

Mr. Leland inquired about what alternatives are available to the County. Mr. Davis said the County could cancel all veteran services for the balance of the year, and could bring a legal action against the two towns to compel them to pay. He said he would prefer not to terminate veteran services because it would hurt the veterans, and besides, the county is required to provide those services.

Chairman’s Report 
None from Chairman Alley.

Vice Chairman Sawyer said that at the May 4 Commissioners meeting, he and SSA representative Marc Hanover would discuss parking regulations in the Woods Hole lot. Mr. Sawyer said other citizens, too, might attend the meeting to speak about the subject.

There was a discussion about the scheduling of the second meeting in May, May 18. which Mr. Davis explained is a statutory requirement.  Some scheduling conflicts were cited. Mr. Strauss proposed returning to a start time of 7 p.m. just for the May 4 and May 18 meetings, and then resuming the regular 5 p.m. start after that. It was agreed to do so.

Subcommittee Reports

None.

NEW BUSINESS

Mr. Davis said a legislative move is underfoot to change the make-up of the SSA board. Among other things, this change would decrease the Vineyard’s and Nantucket’s shares of the vote from the current 35 percent to 20 percent each. That would harm the ability of the two islands to manage the SSA, Mr. Davis said.

On another matter, Mr. Davis said it would be advantageous for the County to select an official newspaper to carry legal ads and other advertising. Last year’s RFP received no interest, he said. This year the Island newspapers seem keener to get the contract, he added.

Mr. Davis said he has done considerable research to find out what constitutes a newspaper of record and a general-circulation newspaper, and how the effectiveness of an newspaper’s circulation can be evaluated in terms of paid subscriptions and unpaid circulation.

In other business, Mr. Davis read a proclamation about the County of Dukes County joining the National Association of Counties in marking National County Government Week from April 10-16. The County of Dukes County is a proud member of the association, and this is the second year it has joined in the observance.

At this point, John S. Alley, Chairman had to leave the meeting to attend another meeting, and turned the chair over to Robert M. Sawyer, Vice Chairman.

OLD BUSINESS

Brian Kinal gave a status report on the Recreational Trails Grant to build a second Handicapped Access Trail on State Beach. Mr. Kinal said $10,000 has been awarded to the project, but the notice to proceed has still not arrived. Once it does, the County still needs to get a permit from the Oak Bluffs Conservation Commission to begin construction.

Mr. Davis then gave an update on the Substance Abuse Grant that has been filed in concert with Community Services, The grant would provide $500,000 a year for three years, and the county would receive a substantial portion of that.

On another subject, Mr. Jason inquired about bringing back the 4-H program that the County once had. Mr. Davis replied that he is pursuing the subject. Treasurer Noreen Mavro Flanders said her understanding was that University of Massachusetts funding for 4-H had been used for other things. Mr. Davis noted that the County recently finished a popular Agriculture Entrepreneur Course that was held at the Administration Building over a period of many weeks.

CORRESPONDENCE

None.

EXECUTIVE SESSION

None.

ADJOURNMENT

Mr. Leland moved to adjourn, Mr. Jason seconded, and the vote was unanimous. The meeting adjourned at 5:45 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Brian S. Kinal

Executive Assistant

___________________________________

JOSEPH E. SOLLITTO JR., Clerk of the Courts
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