DUKES COUNTY COMMISSION

Minutes

Tuesday, August 9, 2005 at 11:30 a.m.

Gosnold Town Hall

Call to order

Chairman John S. Alley called the meeting to order at 11:30 a.m.  A quorum was present.  Commissioners Leonard Jason, Jr., Paul Strauss, Robert M. Sawyer, and Roger W. Wey were present.  Additionally County Manager E. Winn Davis; Noreen Mavro Flanders, Treasurer, Veterans Agent Jo Ann Murphy, Engineer Stephen Berlucchi, P. E., Rodent Control Officer T. J. Hegarty, Chuck Cotnoir County Emergency Management Director, Dr. Ilene Klein, Associate Commissioner for Health Care Access, Deborah H. Potter, Executive Assistant, Captain James Neville of the County of Dukes County Sheriff’s office and Sean Flynn, Acting Manager of the Martha’s Vineyard Airport were also present.

Other representative visitors included:  Christopher Knowles of MV Hospital, Mark London of MV Commission, Mary Nichols of RSVP, VNA, and MVTV.

Representing Congressman William Delahunt at this meeting were Neva Flaherty, Corinne Young and Nate Mayo.

The Chair recognized Gosnold Selectperson Gail Blout and Gosnold Town Clerk Lisa Wright, and thanked them for hosting this meeting.

Adoption of Minutes

· Leonard Jason, Jr./Paul Strauss MOVED that the Commissioners vote to accept the minutes of 27 July 2005, SO VOTED (4-0-1)

County Manager’s Report

· County Manager E. Winn Davis reported on the new Website, and specifically asked Gosnold to submit material for their own portion of the website.

· County Manager E. Winn Davis reported that S. 2110 was in committee and if passed would allow Gosnold to appoint a member to the County Advisory Board for Financial Expenditures who is not a member of the Board of Selectmen

· County Manager E. Winn Davis requested a motion to authorize Noreen Mavro Flanders, Treasurer to borrow funds in anticipation of grants.  MOVED by Leonard Jason, Jr./Paul Strauss and SO VOTED. (5-0-0)
· County Manager E. Winn Davis requested a motion to authorize the County Airport to maintain a Revolving Fund for aviation fuel.  MOVED by Leonard Jason, Jr./Robert M. Sawyer and SO VOTED. (5-0-0)

Chairman’s Report and Communcation

· Chairman John S. Alley presented the Town of Gosnold with a Satellite Photo of the entire County of Dukes County, which was received by Gosnold Selectperson Gail Blout.

· Chairman John S. Alley recognized Nate Mayo of Congressman Delahunt’s office who presented to Gosnold Selectperson Gail Blout the United States flag that flew over the Capital for Gosnold.

Staff Reports

· Dr. Ilene Klein, the Associate Commissioner for Health Care Access reported on the new Network Planning Grant for the benefit of the County of Dukes County;

· Veterans Agent Jo Ann Murphy spoke on Veterans’ Assistance opportunities for the residents of Gosnold,

· Engineer Stephen Berlucchi, P. E. spoke about various projects and offered his services for the Gosnold dredging project and stand pipe project,

· Rodent Control Officer T. J. Hegarty reported on the rodent control program on Gosnold,

· Chuck Cotnoir County Emergency Management Director reported on the County Emergency Management program,

· Sean Flynn, Acting Manager of the Martha’s Vineyard Airport reported on the status of the airport and volunteered to assist in finding alternative seaplane services for Gosnold,

· Captain James Neville reported that the Michael A. McCormack, Sheriff offered to appoint a “Special Sheriff” to fill the void in Gosnold.

· Christopher Knowles of MV Hospital reported on the hospital plans and discussed the current grant proposal for drug dependent adults in a rural environment that the County of Dukes County has submitted,

· Mark London of MV Commission reported on the activities of the regional planning agency.

Old Business 


Neva Flaherty of Congressman Delahunt’s office reported the Base Closing discussions that affect Otis, and by implication the entire County of Dukes County.  Nate Mayo also discussed this pending problem.  Corinne Young reported on her efforts to assist in inter-agency progress in extending the dike along Canapitsit Beach to protect the harbor.

New Business


Chairman John S. Alley raised the issue of Mattapoisett’s efforts to liberalize the lobster license statute (MGL c. 130 §37) that would adversely affect the lobstering area in the area of Cuttyhunk.  Discussion ensued and Leonard Jason, Jr./Paul Strauss MOVED that the County of Dukes County send a letter to the General Court opposing such a change to state law, and SO VOTED (5-0-0)
Correspondence

None

Public Comment

Mr. McLoed, a Gosnold resident complimented the County for its visit.  Mr. Garfield, a part-time Gosnold resident suggested that the County should write to the Island Institute in Maine and possibly collaborate on “island issues”  This proposal was met with enthusiasm by the County and the MV Commission.

Adjournment


The Chair adjourned the meeting at 12:50 p.m. with grateful thanks to the citizens of Gosnold for their kindness and attention.

Respectfully Submitted to:

_______________________________________

JOSEPH E. SOLLITTO JR., Clerk of the Courts

