DUKES COUNTY COMMISSION

Wednesday, June 8, 2005

5 p.m.

Administration Building

Call to order

Chairman John S. Alley called the meeting to order at 5:02 p.m.  A quorum was present.  Commissioners Robert M. Sawyer, Roger W. Wey, Leonard Jason, Jr., Nelson Smith, Paul Strauss and Leslie H. Leland were also present.  Additionally County Manager E. Winn Davis, Dianne E. Powers, Register of Deeds, Noreen Mavro Flanders, Treasurer and Emergency Management Director Chuck Cotnoir were also present.

Adoption of Minutes

Robert M. Sawyer/Leslie H. Leland MOVED to accept the minutes of 18 May 2005 as printed, and SO VOTED. (5-0-2)

New Business taken out of order.
Emergency Management Director Chuck Cotnoir gave a Hurricane update for the 2005 season, indicating that the projection from NOAA was for 12-15 Tropical Storms resulting in 7-9 Hurricanes, of which 3-5 were projected to be serious hurricanes endangering land mass.  Emergency Management Director Chuck Cotnoir also revisited emergency procedures.

County Manager’s Report
· County Manager recommended the re-appointment of Marcia Cini, Esquire as County Counsel for a term to end 31 December 2007.  Nelson Smith/Robert M. Sawyer SO MOVED, and SO VOTED. (7-0-0)
· County Manager recommended the re-appointment of Michael Gilman, Esquire, as County Labor Counsel for a term to end 31 December 2007.  Leonard Jason, Jr./Robert M. Sawyer SO MOVED and SO VOTED. (7-0-0)
· County Manager deferred the recommendation of a County Newspaper

· County Manager reported that the emergency dredging project for Little Bridge was now fully funded and surveying had begun.  It would take just a few days.  The budget is as follows

· County of Dukes County 


$16,000

· County of Dukes County/State Grant
$14,000

· Oak Bluffs Shellfish Warden budget
  $5,000

· Oak Bluffs Reserve Funds


$20,000
Total

$55,000

· County Manager reported on the FY05/FY06 budget changes based on representations from County Auditor.  Confusion resulted from Auditor’s delay in auditing from September 2004 to February 2005, and consequential delay in reporting available funds from December 2004 to current date of June 2005.  It appears that if the audit had been completed in a timely fashion, the County of Dukes County would have known that it had sufficient funds for the ’05 budget, then the utilization of c.128 of the Acts of 1982 would not have been needed.  After considerable discussion amongst the Commissioners about the importance of allocating the money to the Veterans’ Agent, and when to do that, Roger W. Wey/Leslie H. Leland MOVED that the County Manager be authorized to return Veterans’ Assessment to the Towns that had paid with our thanks for their support, and SO VOTED. (7-0-0)

Chairman’s Report

Chairman John S. Alley reported that an agreement had been reached on the matter of the employment status of the Airport Manager and the Assistant Airport Manager.  Last Wednesday, Airport Commissioner Mill MOVED “that the Airport Commission vote to acknowledge that the Airport Commission has the absolute authority to hire an Airport Manager and Assistant Airport Manager of its choosing, as County Employees, without confirmation by the County Commission, and further that the Airport Commission has the absolute authority to place them on any step within the pay grade authorized by the County of Dukes County in its Classification Plan.” and it was so voted.  John S. Alley advocated that if the County Commissioners also accepted this premise then the problems associated with the Managers’ Lawsuit would not be a factor in the future, as it was clear that the new managers would be “County Employees”.  After discussion, Roger W. Wey/Paul Strauss MOVED that the County Commission vote to acknowledge that the Airport Commission has the absolute authority to hire an Airport Manager and Assistant Airport Manager of its choosing, as County Employees, without confirmation by the County Commission, and further that the Airport Commission has the absolute authority to place them on any step within the pay grade authorized by the County of Dukes County in its Classification Plan, and SO VOTED (7-0-0)
New Business continued
Noreen Mavro Flanders, Treasurer reviewed the PERAC audit statement for the County of Dukes County with the Commissioners.

Old Business

None

Calendar

As printed on the Agenda

Correspondence

None

Public Comment

None

Upon MOTION by Robert M. Sawyer/Leonard Jason, Jr. the meeting Adjourned at 6:15 p.m.

Respectfully Submitted to:

_______________________________________

JOSEPH E. SOLLITTO JR., Clerk of the Courts

