MINUTES

DUKES COUNTY COMMISSION
Wednesday, March 23, 2005
Administration Building

Call to order 

Chairman John S. Alley called the meeting to order at 5 p.m. Besides Mr. Alley, those present included Commission Vice Chairman Robert M. Sawyer; Commissioners Roger W. Wey, Leonard Jason Jr., Paul A. Strauss, and Leslie H. Leland; County Manager E. Winn Davis; Frank Honey, Associate representative to Cape Light Compact; David Vigneault, the recently appointed Executive Director of the Dukes County Housing Authority; and Executive Assistant Brian S. Kinal, who took these minutes. Commissioner Nelson W. Smith was absent.  

Adoption of Minutes 

Mr. Strauss moved, seconded by Mr. Jason, to adopt the minutes of the March 9 meeting, as presented. The vote in favor was 5-0, with Mr. Leland abstaining. Mr. Strauss moved, seconded by Mr. Sawyer, to adopt the minutes of the Sept. 22, 2004, Executive Session. The vote to adopt was unanimous.  
County Manager’s Report

Mr. Davis gave a report on the March 17 Steamship Authority meeting. He said it was announced at the meeting that the late Kathryn Roessel, who was Martha’s Vineyard’s representative to the SSA, will be honored with a plaque on the new ferry boat being built. On another matter, Mr. Davis said the SSA will become more strict about parking spaces at the Woods Hole lot. Abandoned vehicles will be moved to the Palmer lot, and vehicles whose owners have not picked up their permits will be moved to Palmer. Mr. Davis said the SSA wants to open up spaces at Woods Hole for people who commute to work on the Island, or “reverse commuters.” Responding to that, Mr. Sawyer said he’d like more information about the reverse commuters. He said priority for spaces at Woods Hole should be given to Island residents, not off-Islanders

Chairman’s Report and Communication

None.
Subcommittee Reports

Mr. Strauss, the County of Dukes County’s representative to the Martha’s Vineyard Commission, said the MVC in the past has placed too much emphasis on Developments of Regional Impact (DRIs), but that there have been fewer DRI cases recently. 
Mr. Strauss said the MVC has undertaken a two- or three-year project to update its 10-year-old master plan for Martha’s Vineyard. Mr. Jason said he hopes the MVC will rely heavily, as it did 10 years ago, on citizen involvement in the process of developing a plan.
Mr. Strauss said the MVC has formed a new committee, the Water Quality Committee, on which he serves. He said the MVC considers water quality probably the most important issue facing the Island, along with affordable housing. 

New Business

Mr. Davis introduced David Vigneault of the Dukes County Housing Authority. Mr. Vigneault said he served for many years as the Director of  Vineyard Employment Options, an agency that arranges employment opportunities for people with disabilities. He said he welcomes his new job as a change in focus but a continuation of service to the same community -- Dukes County. Commissioners wished Mr. Vigneault well in his new position.

In other new business, Associate Commissioner Honey gave a presentation on a planned May 10 community forum on state and island services available to senior citizens. He said several top state agency officials have agreed to participate, and state Rep. Eric Turkington will moderate.  The original plan was to hold the event at the Katharine Kornell Theater, but Mr. Honey said there are problems with parking and access there, so he is now considering the Tisbury Senior Center for the event. Commissioners Sawyer and Wey said the Senior Center would be ideal. Mr. Davis said Dr. Ilene Klein, the recently appointed Associate Commissioner for Health Care Access, would be involved, along with Associate Commissioner for Handicapped Affairs Andy Krickl.
On another matter, the County Manager introduced Chris Knowles, and recommended that the Commission appoint Mr. Knowles as the County’s representative to the Cape Light Compact. Mr. Davis said he, himself, is currently the representative, with Chairman Alley as the alternate. However, he said, the Cape Light Compact Board meets the fourth Wednesday of the month at 2 p.m. on the mainland, which conflicts with the County Commissioners meeting the same day at 5 p.m.
Mr. Jason moved, seconded by Mr. Sawyer, to appoint Mr. Knowles to a term expiring Dec. 31, 2005. The vote was 6-0 in favor.
Chairman Alley announced that Cape Light Compact’s Energy Fair, which has always been held at the Regional High School, this year will be held May 7 at the Grange Hall in West Tisbury.

Old Business

Mr. Davis said the fourth Thursday of April is being considered for a joint meeting of the Dukes and Nantucket Commissioners. The place for the meeting has not been decided.
Mr. Wey said it is expensive to meet four times a year, and two times would probably be sufficient. Mr. Sawyer replied that the Dukes County Commission has already voted to meet four times a year. Mr. Leland said he agreed with Mr. Wey that twice a year is enough.
Executive Session
Mr. Sawyer made a motion, seconded by Mr. Strauss, to go into executive session to discuss litigation, and not return to public session. The motion was unanimously approved on a roll-call vote, as follows: Mr. Sawyer, yes; Mr. Wey, yes; Mr. Strauss, yes; Mr. Alley, yes; Mr. Jason, yes; Mr. Leland, yes.
The open session adjourned at 5:50 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,
Brian S. Kinal

Executive Assistant

___________________________________

JOSEPH E. SOLLITTO JR., Clerk of the Courts
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