DUKES COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
Meeting Minutes

Wednesday, Jan. 12, 2005



John S. Alley called the meeting to order at 7:02 p.m.


Frank Honey, Associate Commissioner for Elder Affairs addressed the Commissioners and described the Community Services Forum he was organizing and that Rep. Turkington would be the moderator.  It will occur in May and be an all day affair.  Commissioners indicated their strong support.

John S. Alley indicated that he was reappointing Frank Honey as Associate Commissioner for Elder Affairs for 2005.

The Chair called for nominations for the reorganization of the County Commissioners.  Leslie H. Leland nominated John S. Alley for Chairman, seconded by Paul Strauss and SO VOTED 4-0-1 (John S. Alley).  Leslie H. Leland nominated Robert M. Sawyer for Vice Chairman, seconded by Paul Strauss and SO VOTED 4-0-1 (Robert M. Sawyer)


Minutes of 12/8/04. Executive Session minutes of 9/22/04 were deferred.


County Manager’s reported on the following:

1.  $10,000 trails grant formally announced for handicapped access at State Beach;
2.  Substance Abuse Grant Application announced partnering the Martha’s Vineyard Community Services with the County, including the Sheriff and the Health and Environment Dept.
3.  Sign EMA regional memo of understanding memorializing that all the Towns on the Vineyard and the Tribe will cooperate on an All-Island Shelter List

4.  SSA Meeting update involving the fact that traffic continues to decline, and certain policy Issues were decided concerning the Excursion Rate and Commercial Vehicles; The MV Islander will be in Dry-dock 15 March to 15 April; and the reservation system improvements will be completed by 31 January

Chairman reported on the MMA Annual Meeting/Joint Meeting with Nantucket Commissioners.  He went on to inform the County Commissioners that he was appointing Frank Honey as the Associate Commissioner for Elderly Affairs and Anson Krickl as the Associate Commissioner for Handicapped Affairs.  He was not ready to appoint an Associate Commissioner for Health Care Access.


The County Commissioners interviewed Richard Skidmore for the position of Aquinnah’s representative to the Dukes County Regional Housing Authority, and upon completion, Robert M. Sawyer moved to appoint him for a new term ending 31 December 2007, seconded by Leslie H. Leland and SO VOTED.

The County Commissioners interviewed Chuck Cotnoir for the position of Emergency Management Director, and upon completion Robert M. Sawyer moved to appoint him for a new term expiring 31 December 2005, seconded by Leslie H. Leland and SO VOTED 5-0.

The County Commissioners interviewed Olga Church and Rhonda Cohen for appointment to the Dukes County Health Council while awaiting the arrival of Cathy Brennan.  Upon her arrival, the County Commissioners received her report on applicants for the Dukes County Health Council.  The County Commissioners accepted her report and Roger W. Wey moved to make the appointments as requested, and as shown on the attachment.  Paul Strauss seconded and it was SO VOTED 5-0.

Subcommittee Reports:


Leslie H. Leland reported on the Airport Commission, specifically about the success of the “De-Icer”, and the upcoming RFP for another hangar.


Paul Strauss reported on the Martha’s Vineyard Commission and their plans to begin island wide planning.  Robert M. Sawyer suggested that the MVC and the SSA collaborate on how to deal with the long term impacts of decreased ridership.

Old Business.


Leslie H. Leland requested that the Alternative Revenue Generating Committee report at the next session.

New Business.

MOTION by Robert M. Sawyer/Roger W. Wey to go into Executive Session to discuss litigation and not return to Open Session.  

· Robert M. Sawyer – Aye

· Roger W. Wey – Aye

· Paul Strauss – Aye

· Leslie H. Leland – Aye

· John S. Alley – Aye

