MINUTES

DUKES COUNTY COMMISSION

Wednesday, Sept. 22, 2004

County Administration Building

CALL TO ORDER

Chairman John Alley called the meeting to order at 7 p.m. 

ATTENDANCE

All seven commissioners were present: Chairman John Alley, Vice Chairman Robert Sawyer, Leonard Jason Jr., Leslie H. Leland, Nelson W. Smith, Paul A. Strauss and Roger W. Wey.  Other county officials and employees present included County Manager E. Winn Davis, Sheriff Michael A. McCormack, Register of Deeds Dianne Powers, and Executive Assistant Brian S. Kinal, who took these minutes. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Mr. Smith made a motion, seconded by Mr. Sawyer, to approve the minutes of the Aug. 25 meeting, as presented. The vote was 5-0 in favor, with Commissioners Wey and Leland abstaining. Mr. Sawyer made a motion, seconded by Mr. Wey, to approve the minutes of the Sept. 8 meeting, as presented. The vote was 5-0 in favor, with Commissioners Smith and Jason abstaining.

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT

The chairman had no report.

MANAGER’S REPORT 

Mr. Davis reported that the county received a $1,000 grant from the Permanent Endowment Fund for the Veteran’s Quality of Life Fund, to be administered by Veteran’s Agent Joanne Murphy. The fund pays for necessities and small luxuries that veterans can’t afford. Mr. Strauss said it would be a good idea for Commissioners to receive a periodic report on the County’s grant-seeking efforts.

On another matter, the County Manager reported that Sheriff McCormack has stepped in to provide GED training and testing for Island residents seeking general-education degrees. As Mr. Davis explained, the state recently announced that it would no longer fund the GED program that had been offered at the regional high school.  Sheriff McCormack told Commissioners that he had discussed the idea with Katie Upson, who runs the Sheriff’s GED program for inmates and probationers. He said he would offer the program to citizens on a trial basis until state funding is restored for the high school program.

Mr. Sawyer and Mr. Wey both expressed the opinion that a GED program is very important on the Island.

On the subject of upcoming Commission appointments, Mr. Davis said the search for candidates is under way, with newspaper ads and public notices.

Mr. Strauss said a meeting with Nantucket Commissioners has been set up for Friday, Oct. 22.

OLD BUSINESS

There was no old business.

NEW BUSINESS
Carlin Hart, a candidate for membership on the Health Council, was introduced. Commissioners interviewed Mr. Hart, whom Commissioner Leland praised for his willingness to serve the community. Mr. Jason made a motion, seconded by Mr. Leland, to appoint Mr. Hart to a term expiring Dec. 31, 2005. The vote was unanimous in favor. Mr. Hart will complete the term of Elaine Pace, who resigned.

Mr. Jason inquired about when the plaque honoring veterans killed in action would be installed at the airport. He said the airport had been given the names of about 45 veterans. Mr. Alley said work on the plaque has been completed, and installation should be imminent.

PUBLIC COMMENT

Public comment was solicited, but there was none.

EXECUTIVE SESSION

Mr. Strauss made a motion, seconded by Mr. Leland, to go into executive session to discuss litigation, and not to return to public session. The vote was unanimous on a roll call vote: Mr. Alley, yes; Mr. Sawyer, yes; Mr. Jason, yes; Mr. Leland, yes; Mr. Strauss, yes; Mr. Smith, yes; Mr. Wey, yes. 

ADJOURNMENT  

The public session was adjourned at 7:35 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Brian S. Kinal

_______________________________________

JOSEPH E. SOLLITTO JR., Clerk of the Courts
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