MINUTES

DUKES COUNTY COMMISSION

Wednesday, Aug. 25, 2004

Gosnold Town Hall

CALL TO ORDER

Chairman John Alley called the meeting to order at 12:05 p.m.

ATTENDANCE

A quorum was present. In addition to Chairman Alley, the following Commissioners were in attendance: Vice Chairman Robert Sawyer and Commissioners Leonard Jason Jr., Paul A. Strauss, and Nelson W. Smith. Commissioners Leslie H. Leland and Roger W. Wey were absent. Other county officials and employees present included County Manager E. Winn Davis, Sheriff Michael A. McCormack, Engineer Steve Berlucchi, Associate Commissioner for Elderly Affairs Frank S. Honey, Chuck Cotnoir of the Emergency Management Agency, Vineyard SSA Governor Kathryn A. Roessel, Rodent Control Officer T.J. Hegarty, Assistant Treasurer Carol Grant, Retirement Board Senior Financial Clerk Kelly McCracken, Treasurer’s Office Senior Financial Clerk Tammy Matchem, and Executive Assistant Brian S. Kinal, who took these minutes. Others present included Gosnold Selectman Gail F. Blout, Gosnold Town Clerk Lisa Wright, Gosnold Fire Chief Seth Garfield, Cuttyhunk residents Judith Archer and Carlyn Nunes, State Rep. Eric Turkington, Martha’s Vineyard Commission Executive Director Mark London, Martha’s Vineyard Community Services Executive Director Ned Robinson-Lynch, U.S. Rep. William D. Delahunt aides Neva Flaherty and Abbey Maney, County retiree David Kann, and Vineyard Gazette reporter Mark Alan Lovewell.

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT

Mr. Alley thanked Gosnold officials for hosting the Vineyard contingent. He said the annual trip to Gosnold, one of the county’s seven towns, is a longstanding tradition. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Mr. Smith made a motion, seconded by Mr. Sawyer, to approve the minutes of the July 28 meeting, as presented. The motion passed unanimously.

MANAGER’S REPORT

Upon a recommendation by County Manager E. Winn Davis, Mr. Strauss made a motion, seconded by Mr. Sawyer, to adopt the following practice for posting County Commission and Advisory Board meetings: A notice will be faxed to all seven town halls, and the proof of fax will be sufficient evidence of posting. In addition, a notice will be posted in the Administration Building. The motion carried unanimously.

Mr. Jason made a motion, seconded by Mr. Sawyer, to support the application by the County and others for an $85,000 Rural Health Network Development Planning Grant. The voted was unanimous in favor.

Mr. Strauss made a motion, seconded by Mr. Sawyer, to give the County Manager the authority to approve any type of grant application if time does not permit a vote by the Commissioners. The motion applied only to grants that do not financially encumber the County. The motion carried 4-1, with Mr. Jason opposed.
NEW BUSINESS

Mr. Davis presented an idea that would facilitate Gosnold’s participation at Advisory Board meetings: video conferencing. He said it would require state legislation. Selectman Gail Blout said she would discuss the idea with the other Selectmen. Rep. Turkington said an alternative would be to delegate any Gosnold resident who spends the off-season on Martha’s Vineyard as Gosnold’s representative to the Advisory Board.

In another matter, Mr. Jason made a motion, seconded by Mr. Strauss, to support pending legislation that would change the Land Bank tax exemption for first-time homebuyers. The legislation would raise the exemption from the 2% tax from $100,000 to $300,000 of property value. Mr. Smith said he would like to review the legislation before giving it his approval. The motion passed 4-0, with Mr. Smith abstaining.

In other business, Mr. Smith said it was noted at the recent Coast Guard birthday commemoration that the Vineyard no longer has a Coast Guard Auxiliary chapter. A discussion ensued about the desirability of forming one. In addition to the Auxiliary teaching boating safety classes, Mr. Cotnoir said another benefit would be the availability of the Auxiliary to assist in search-and-rescue and emergency management operations. The Commission directed the County Manager to look into forming a Coast Guard Auxiliary chapter on the Island.

Also, Mr. Robinson-Lynch thanked Commissioners for bringing Community Services nurse Emily Wetherall to Gosnold. Ms. Wetherall conducted a blood-pressure clinic in a room adjacent to the Town Hall meeting room.

Ms. Blout thanked Commissioners for coming, and for bringing beautiful weather with them. She then outlined several Gosnold issues, including:

· The need to expand the riprap on Barges Beach to protect the harbor in case of a hurricane. The plan has received the approval of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, but the Coastal Zone Management Agency is opposed.

· A new water tank will be put out to bid next week, with construction hopefully beginning in the fall. A renovation of the wharf also will begin in the fall.

· The town is seeking a grant to expand the library, the original section of which dates to 1892.

· The town wants to develop a master plan, and could use some assistance. Mr. London of the Martha’s Vineyard Commission said the MVC would be glad to help Gosnold develop a master plan.

Ms. Blout said she appreciated County officials’ interest in Gosnold, and she urged increased communication.

On another matter, Cuttyhunk resident Carlyn Nunes said she is concerned that the road to the water tower site will be damaged by heavy equipment used in erecting the new tower. Engineer Berlucchi said contract language should be inserted to hold the contractor responsible for any damage to the road.

Ms. Nunes also said the financial burden for building the water tower falls entirely on Cuttyhunk residents, when residents of Gosnold’s other islands should be helping to pay for it.

ADJOURNMENT 

Mr. Strauss moved to adjourn. Mr. Sawyer seconded. The vote was unanimous in favor, and the meeting was adjourned at 12:55 p.m. 
Respectfully submitted,

Brian S. Kinal

_________________________________

JOSEPH E. SOLLITTO JR., Clerk of the Courts
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