MINUTES

DUKES COUNTY COMMISSION

July 14, 2004

County Administration Building

CALL TO ORDER

Chairman John Alley was absent. Vice Chairman Robert Sawyer called the meeting to order at 7:05 p.m.  

ATTENDANCE

A quorum was present. In addition to Mr. Sawyer, the following commissioners were in attendance: Leonard Jason Jr., Paul A. Strauss, Leslie H. Leland, Nelson W. Smith, and Roger W. Wey. Other county officials and employees present included County Manager E. Winn Davis; Sheriff Michael A. McCormack; Treasurer Noreen Mavro Flanders; Register of Deeds Dianne E. Powers; Anson W. Krickl Jr., Associate Commissioner for Affairs Concerning Handicapped Persons; and Executive Assistant Brian S. Kinal, who took these minutes. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Mr. Leland made a motion, seconded by Mr. Jason, to approve the minutes of the June 23 meeting, as presented. The motion passed unanimously.

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT

Mr. Davis updated Commissioners on the development of the new County website. He showed them a preliminary design of the home page.

On another matter, the County Manager described the July 13 hurricane-preparedness seminar produced by the Dukes County Emergency Management Agency with the cooperation of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA). Mr. Davis praised Chuck Cotnoir of EMA for his work in organizing the event. Mr. Davis attended the seminar, as did Mr. Jason.

There was a brief discussion about the prediction that the next five years would bring an increase in the number and ferocity of hurricanes along the Eastern Seaboard, primarily because of warm ocean temperatures.

The County Manager then introduced Treasurer Noreen Mavro Flanders, who showed Commissioners a proposed new seal designed for the Dukes County Contributory Retirement System website. Because the seal is similar to the County’s, Ms. Flanders asked for a vote of approval. Commissioner Wey, who serves on the retirement board, praised the seal and moved to approve it.  Mr. Jason seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

In other business, Mr. Davis noted that a recent meeting of the Advisory Board had to be canceled because it had not been properly posted. He proposed that Commissioners establish a formal protocol for posting of meetings. Under the protocol, Commissioners would designate the Administration Building and the seven Town Halls as official meeting notice posting places. An affirmative fax transmission report would be considered proof of posting at the Town Halls.

Mr. Jason asked Mr. Davis if the County Administrative Code addressed the subject of posting meetings. Mr. Davis said he would investigate, and bring the matter before Commissioners at a future date.

The County Manager said the meeting between Dukes County and Nantucket Commissioners has been delayed because of a death in the family of one of the Nantucket Commissioners.

He said the annual Gosnold trip has been proposed for either July 28 or Aug. 25. Both dates have been given to Gosnold officials, and their preference is awaited.

Mr. Davis said U.S. Rep. William D. Delahunt and his staff would participate in the Aug. 4 celebration in Vineyard Haven to commemorate the U.S. Coast Guard’s birthday. Mr. Delahunt has asked Commissioners to join in the festivities by: 1) Issuing a proclamation making Aug. 4 U.S. Coast Guard Day in the County of Dukes County; 2) Attending a ceremony at noon in Katharine Cornell Theater; and 3) Enjoying a shipboard reception afterward at Packer Wharf.

Concluding his report, the County Manager said he would award the FY-05 heating fuel contract to the sole bidder, R.M. Packer. The price will be fixed for the year at $1.09 and 25/1,000th of a cent per gallon.

OLD BUSINESS

There was no old business.

NEW BUSINESS

Mr. Sawyer proposed that now is an opportune time for an outside analysis of the Steamship Authority’s business model – since the chief executive officer will be leaving in the near future.

A lengthy discussion followed about past studies and the need for an update. Mr. Jason made the following motion, seconded by Mr. Leland:

“The Dukes County Commissioners urge the Steamship Authority to retain an outside consultant, preferably McKinsey & Company Inc., to update the 1994 McKinsey report that examined all aspects of the SSA’s operation. The update should take into special account the 1990 Edward J. Logue report with its appropriate recommendations.”

The vote on the motion was unanimous in favor.

PUBLIC COMMENT

There was no public comment.

EXECUTIVE SESSION

Mr. Jason made a motion, seconded by Mr. Strauss, to convene an executive session to discuss legal matters, and not to return to open session. The motion carried unanimously on a roll call vote.

ADJOURNMENT

The public portion of the meeting was adjourned at 7:55 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Brian S. Kinal

_________________________________

JOSEPH E. SOLLITTO JR., Clerk of the Courts
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