MINUTES

DUKES COUNTY COMMISSION

June 23, 2004

County Administration Building

CALL TO ORDER

Chairman John Alley called the meeting to order at 7:03 p.m.  

ATTENDANCE

A quorum was present. In addition to Mr. Alley, the following commissioners were in attendance: Vice Chairman Robert Sawyer, Leonard Jason Jr., Paul A. Strauss, Leslie H. Leland, Nelson W. Smith, and Roger W. Wey. Other county officials and employees present included County Manager E. Winn Davis, Sheriff Michael A. McCormack, Treasurer Noreen Mavro Flanders, and Executive Assistant Brian S. Kinal, who took these minutes. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Mr. Leland made a motion to approve the minutes of the June 9 meeting, as amended for typographical errors. Mr. Sawyer seconded. The motion passed 6-0, with Mr. Smith abstaining.

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT
Chairman Alley gave a report of the June 16 public meeting on the Steamship Authority’s standby policy. He said differing opinions were expressed, but there was consensus that the SSA’s reservation system is dysfunctional and needs to be fixed. He said he agreed with the opinion that the luggage cart in Vineyard Haven ought to be parked near the passenger pick-up area instead of near the boat, as it is currently.

Commissioner Strauss said the audience was weighted with business people, and that the opinions of average ferry users need to be obtained. He said the setting aside of 15 standby spaces per day for Islanders does not address the initial argument raised by the Oak Bluffs Economic Planning and Development Committee, which is that more standby ought to be provided for visitors.

Mr. Jason observed that all island towns voted in the mid-1990s not to increase vehicular traffic to the island. He said a return to virtually unlimited standby, which is what the Oak Bluffs committee seeks, should go to an island-wide referendum. 

COUNTY MANAGER’S REPORT

Mr. Davis reported that a crew of county employees, including him, painted parking stripes on the Administration Building parking lot. Mr. Leland said he owns a striping machine, which he would loan to the project the next time.

The County Manager said the June 23 Public Records seminar was a great success, attracting nearly 40 people. As he mentioned, it was the second in a series of seminars sponsored by the County. The first was the March 5 seminar, with the Government Services Administration, on how to procure federal surplus property, including lighthouses.

On the subject of the County’s new website, Mr. Davis said Randy Perry of Virtual Town Hall was here June 21, 22 and 23 to start training the staff.

He said the County Advisory Board has scheduled a public hearing June 30 on the proposed FY-05 budget. Mr. Davis then made a statement rebutting a June 17 editorial about the budget in the Martha’s Vineyard Times.

Mr. Davis asked Sheriff McCormack to give a brief report on his department’s Project Lifesaver program, which enrolled its first client today.  The Sheriff said the program issues electronic bracelets to those with Alzheimer’s Disease or other forms of dementia. If the person becomes lost, the Sheriff’s Department can locate him or her within a one-mile radius of the portable tracking equipment. There is a one-time enrollment fee of  $270 for the client’s lifetime, Sheriff McCormack said.

NEW BUSINESS

Mr. Sawyer recommended that the Commissioners get together with the Nantucket Commissioners on a periodic basis to discuss issues of mutual concern.

There was a discussion about the upcoming Fourth of July Parade in Edgartown, including who would ride with whom.

On the subject of the SSA Board of Governors’ executive session held today to discuss CEO Fred Raskin’s job status, Mr. Smith said the subject was not discussed because Nantucket Governor Grace Grossman was ill and could not attend.

Mr. Leland said he paid a recent visit to the Vineyard Health Care Access Program and had a good discussion about the organization with VHCAP Director Sarah Kuh. Mr. Leland went in his role as a member of the Dukes County Health Council. He praised Mr. Wey and the other contractors who voluntarily renovated the building last year.

Mr. Leland moved to adjourn, seconded by Mr. Sawyer, and the vote was unanimous. The meeting was adjourned at 7:45 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Brian S. Kinal

_________________________________

JOSEPH E. SOLLITTO JR., Clerk of the Courts
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