
COUNTY OF DUKES COUNTY


COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

A regular meeting of the County of Dukes County Commissioners was held on Wednesday, July 12, 2000, at 7:30 p.m. in Courtroom of the Dukes County Courthouse, notice of such meeting having been posted as required by law.

Commissioners Present:
Leslie H. Leland, Chairman





Leonard Jason, Jr.

                                   
E. B. Collins





Linda Sibley





Robert Sawyer



Daniel Flynn

Absent:
Tim Carroll


Also Present:
Carol Borer, County Manager






Marsha Smolev, Executive Assistant





Sheriff McCormack








Noreen Flanders, Treasurer






Lisa Dickinson, Financial Advisor




Joseph Sollitto, Jr., Clerk of the Courts

Chairman Leland called the meeting to order at 7:40 p.m. and introduced Lisa Dickinson, Financial Advisor, Unibank, who gave highlights of the Terminal Bonding, and some background information.  Ms. Dickinson has been working with the County since 1997, when the project was authorized.  Only $1.1 million was borrowed of the $1.2 million that was allowed.  Ms. Dickinson praised the County Manager and County Treasurer for achieving an AA+ rating, which is just one step below the highest rating in the State.  Ms. Dickinson continued that Standard and Poors found the County to be a very strong candidate.   She again praised the “very strong financial management.”  Ms. Dickinson said the fact that the Airport put money aside in a fund helped get this 4.90% interest rate.  There were 6 Bids, which indicates that there was great demand for the County’s Bond.  The Investors felt comfortable, Ms. Dickinson said, that the Memorandum of Agreement would be signed to back up the Bond.  She reiterated that $200,000 is reserved to cover any one year’s payment.

Commissioner Sawyer thanked Mrs. Flanders, Mrs. Borer, and Ms. Dickinson for their hard work in achieving this outstanding credit rating and phenomenal interest rate.   Commissioner Sawyer Moved to execute the Memorandum of Understanding.  Commissioner Collins Seconded the Motion.  Commissioner Flynn requested that the County Treasurer be a signatory.  Commissioner Jason asked who drafted the document and was answered, by Mrs. Borer, that it was drafted by Ropes and Gray.  Commissioner Jason said they would have included the Treasurer if that was necessary.  Ms. Dickinson agreed that statutes usually cover the funds for which a treasurer is responsible.  The Chairman called for a Vote.  Five Commissioners voted “aye.” Commissioner Flynn voted “no.”  The Chairman said all Commissioners who agreed, should sign.  

The Commissioners read the two versions (long and short) of the vote to award the money. (see attached.)  Commissioner Sibley read the short form: “Voted to award the $1,100,000 Martha’s Vineyard Airport Loan, Act of 1997 Bonds of the County dated July 15, 2000 to Eastern Bank Capital Markets at a true interest cost of 4.9061% as set forth in a document prepared by Ropes & Gray, Bond Counsel to the County to be inserted into the minutes of this meeting.”  Commissioner Sawyer Seconded the Motion.  The Vote passed Unanimously. The documents were circulated and signed as Ms. Dickinson explained each.  The following documents were signed: 

· authorization of signatures

· no arbitrage and tax compliance

· 15 bonds – one for each year

The Meeting continued with the Minutes of 6/28/00.  Commissioner Sawyer Moved that the Minutes be accepted.  Commissioner Jason Seconded the Motion. In reference to a statement in the Minutes, Commissioner Collins asked that the Minutes reflect that he certainly will support the County in its junk car program and will continue to keep an open mind.  A Vote was taken and the Minutes were Accepted.  Commissioner Sibley abstained.

Commissioner Sawyer Moved that the Minutes of the Executive Sessions of 12/8/99, 12/13/99, 1/26/00, and 2/9/00, be Accepted.   Commissioner Jason Seconded the Minutes.  Chairman Leland called for the Votes and the Minutes were Accepted as written.  Commissioner Sibley abstained from the Votes for 1/26/00 and 2/9/00.

County Manager Borer recommended that the FY2001 Fuel Oil Bid be awarded to RM Packer at the fixed price of .9699.  Commissioner Jason accepted the County Manager’s recommendation and Moved that the Bid be awarded to Packer.  Commissioner Sawyer Seconded the Motion.  There were no other bidders.  The Vote Passed Unanimously.

Mrs. Borer distributed draft copies of the Administrative Codes.  Commissioner Sawyer suggested the Codes be discussed at the first meeting in August.  It was agreed to put the Codes on an August Agenda for adoption.

Mrs. Borer reported that the search for a Coordinator for Health and Human Services is continuing.  Mrs. Borer presented the report from Capital Asset Management.  Commissioner Sawyer asked that the report be discussed with Associate Commissioner Lothrop.  Mrs. Borer reviewed highlights of the report and added that she was pursuing electrical improvements (a second service) for the Courthouse.  She would like to see money designated in the report for items that are not required or necessary be put towards the upgrade of electrical service.  Discussion followed.  Commissioner Sibley added that the Courthouse is in remarkable condition considering its age and use.

Chairman Leland reported that the 4th of July Parade was fun for all!

Commissioner Sawyer reported that the Committee for Emergency Medical Services has had 3 meetings and is moving forward slowly. 

Chairman Leland asked if the Airport Commission had discussed the size of the Airport Commission and Commissioner Sibley answered no.

Commissioner Jason asked if Mrs. Borer had a copy of the Executive Session Minutes from August 25.  Mrs. Borer will provide them to the Commissioners.  

Mrs. Borer reported that the Sheriff and Chief Carter requested that a Ropes Course be placed on County property.  Mrs. Borer requested that the Sheriff and Chief Carter be placed on the Agenda of the next Airport meeting so they can discuss constructing the Ropes Course on property in the Northeast Quadrant.  The $25,000 for the project is made available through the Governor’s Alliance Against Drugs.  The Sheriff described the benefits of the Course and said it only requires 1 ½ to 2 acres.  Commissioner Sawyer asked if the Airport Commission has voted on the Northeast Quadrant.  Commissioner Jason said yes.  Commissioner Sibley added that it has not yet gone through the Master Plan process.  Commissioner Sawyer asked, “but the Airport Commission is on record endorsing this?” and Commissioner Sibley answered, “yes.”  Commissioner Sibley said the Airport won’t feel comfortable giving permission on a permanent basis because of the Master Plan process.  The Sheriff explained that the Course is just telephone poles, and they can be removed. 

Commissioner Sibley asked for an explanation about modular units at the jail.    The Sheriff explained that a building permit was issued for these units which are temporary.  The units are not for new people, but to house people already there.  

Mrs. Borer reported that the County’s truck for the Recreation Department arrived.  She also reported on the progress at the County Administration Building, that the Advisory Board approved money for the addition, and on the fact that the Sheriff is now issuing County parking tickets.  Discussion followed about the continued problem of people parking in Courthouse spaces during meetings.  

Commissioner Collins Moved to adjourn the meeting.  Commissioner Sibley Seconded the Motion.

The meeting adjourned at  8:58 p.m.

Complete text of meeting is available on tape at the County Commissioner’s office.
  __________________________________




JOSEPH E. SOLLITTO, JR.

  CLERK OF THE COURTS
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