
COUNTY OF DUKES COUNTY


COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

A regular meeting of the County of Dukes County Commissioners was held on Wednesday, June 28, 2000, at 7:30 p.m. in Courtroom of the Dukes County Courthouse, notice of such meeting having been posted as required by law.

Commissioners Present:
Leslie H. Leland, Chairman





Leonard Jason, Jr.

                                   
E. B. Collins





Tim Carroll





Robert Sawyer



Daniel Flynn

Absent:
Linda Sibley


Also Present:
Carol Borer, County Manager






Marsha Smolev, Executive Assistant





Sheriff McCormack








Noreen Flanders, Treasurer






David Kann





Stephen Berlucchi




Alexis Conti, Vineyard Gazette

Chairman Leland called the meeting to order at 7:32 p.m. Commissioner Collins Moved that the Minutes of June 14, 2000 be Approved with the Amendment to include, on page 4, the words, “except for the change to eliminate” the staggered terms.  Also, Chairman Leland did not Second the Movement to Adjourn.  Commissioner Flynn Seconded the Motion to Approve the Minutes as Amended. Commissioner Carroll abstained from the Vote.  The Motion to Approve the Minutes with the Amendment passed with one abstention.

The County Manager began her report by updating the Junk Car issue.  Mrs. Borer said she is examining whether the cars should be crushed or removed in one piece.  Since it appears safer to remove the junk cars whole, Mrs. Borer is investigating how to move all the cars to one place without crushing.  She is studying possible moving schedules, potential carriers (including empty trucks leaving the island), and where to take the cars on and off island.  Commissioner Flynn suggested rather than pursuing a RFP, which would lock us into one carrier, why not establish a program where the SSA and barges would allow freight to leave at reduced prices?  That way, anyone could participate and it would happen sooner.  Commissioner Flynn suggested that this be a County Voucher program.  Mrs. Borer agreed this would be a good idea, since the County needs a program for continued junk car removal that would continue after the initial effort.  Chairman Leland asked who would pay the cost of removal, the County?  He suggested pursuing the last owner of the vehicle.  Mrs. Borer acknowledged that suggestion and added that many costs need to be examined.  Commissioner Flynn added that in his experience, it’s hard to track the last owner.  He continued that the County should offer the service of removing the cars, rather than leaving it up to towns.  Chairman Leland thought that would encourage abandonment of more cars.  Commissioner Carroll said it’s against the law to abandon cars, so it would be worth pursuing conviction.  Commissioner Collins said that even after major cleanups, the problem reoccurs.  He does not think the towns should be relieved of their responsibility.  They should police this issue.  Commissioner Collins added that he would not support a continuing effort by the County.  This, he said, would be buying a big problem.  Commissioner Jason said there’s no place to take the cars now.  Commissioner Sawyer said that’s why the County should become an option.  For a fee, the car could be turned over, but he agreed some effort should be made to fine those who abandon the cars in the first place.   Commissioner Flynn asked Commissioner Jason how much time was spent dealing with abandoned cars.  Commissioner Jason said a lot of time is spent on it from early spring through the end of summer.  Junk cars are left on private property too, and people have nowhere to take them.  

Mrs. Borer updated the Commissioners on the Health and Human Services Coordinator position.  There are 13 applicants.  Seven resumes come from  Island applicants.   

Mrs. Borer disclosed that she is selling her drafting table to the Engineering Department at the fair market price that the supplier quoted.  

The County Advisory Board met June 27, 2000 and Supplemental Budget Requests, as approved by the Advisory Board, were distributed to the County Commissioners.  Mrs. Borer reported that the Board reviewed transferring an additional $100,000 into the reserve debt fund for bonding.  The Advisory Board approved the money for the addition to the County Administration Building.  Mrs. Borer reported that the Advisory Board was pleased with the building plans and moved money into the existing project as well.  Several employees and Advisory Board members visited the site and stated that they were impressed with the building.  Chairman Leland asked what the cost was of the building.  Mrs. Borer said approximately $200,000 and the addition will be $150,000.  Currently, we’re waiting for the electrician to complete his work.  It was noted that the new conference room will accommodate 55 people.  

Mr. Jason questioned the $186,000 in environmental cleanup in the Airport Department.  Mrs. Borer explained this covers previous committed contracts and some new ones.  Commissioner Carroll explained that $186,000 is paid to Rizzo and reimbursed from the state, but money is still owed, “from the last go around.”  Commissioner Flynn added he believed the total sum to be $255,000.  Commissioner Carroll will find out.  Commissioner Jason said he wants to see a bottom number.  

Commissioner Jason asked why there was so much money moved into the overtime line.  Commissioner Flynn explained that employees needed coverage while they were at training sessions (like firefighting) necessary for FAA compliance.  

Chairman Leland reported that Sean Flynn was chosen to be the Assistant Airport Manager.  He also reported that Commissioners have been asked to participate in the Edgartown 4th of July Parade. 

Commissioner Flynn reported that the beaches have never looked so good.  He commended the Recreation Department for its work.  He also voiced concern about the drop-off at the end of the pavement and the traffic and u-turns on the beach.  Discussion followed about County parking tickets.  

Commissioner Sawyer reported that the Emergency Medical Services Committee met twice.  Commissioner Carroll asked when the RFP will go out and Commissioner Sawyer answered perhaps in August, though that’s conjecture. 

Commissioner Sawyer read a Motion to appoint the following individuals to the ad hoc committee (created by the County Commissioners June 14, 2000) for the express purpose to make recommendations to the County Commissioners regarding the new County Department of Health and Human Services and to designate a quorum at least six members.  (See attached.)

Commissioner Jason Seconded the Motion for discussion.  Commissioner Jason asked if the list was comprehensive.  He Moved that the list be increased by one to include a representative from Visiting Nurse Association (VNA).  Commissioner Sawyer Seconded the Motion.  Discussion followed.  Chairman Leland called for the Vote to include the Amendment.  This vote was unanimous.  Chairman Leland called for a Vote on the original Motion.  This passed Unanimously.  

Chairman Leland asked if the Commissioners wanted to plan discussing whether or not County Commissioners should serve on the Airport Commission.  Commissioner Sawyer recalled that sometime in December, he believed, it was agreed that the County Commissioners should focus on reorganizing the Airport Commission.  Perhaps this should be addressed in the fall.  Commissioner Flynn said the County Commissioners requested input from the Airport Commissioners on this, that reorganizing the number of Airport Commissioners and whether or not County Commissioners should serve as Airport Commissioners, are two separate issues.  Discussion followed.  Commissioner Collins recalled that the County Commissioners voted on the number of Airport Commissioners.  He recalled discussing whether or not County Commissioners should serve as Airport Commissioners, but didn’t recall voting on it.  

Commissioner Flynn said he was giving his resignation as Airport Commissioner.   Commissioner Jason suggested leaving the number of Airport Commissioners at 7 now, since Robert Wasserman has not yet been replaced.  Commissioner Flynn read his resignation letter and mentioned that the Ethics Committee did not advise resignation, but he was choosing to resign now that his son is Assistant Airport Manager.  Chairman Leland thanked Commissioner Flynn for his years of service on the Airport Commissioner.  Other Commissioners voiced their thanks as well.  Chairman Leland said 1-½ years ago, he felt differently, but at the present, he did not think County Commissioners should also be Airport Commissioners.  He said if the right people are chosen to be Airport Commissioners, they’ll report back to the County Commissioners.  Commissioner Flynn said the County Commissioners had to be involved in the Airport, but things are different now.  The County Manager attends the meetings and can report back.  Commissioner Flynn said the County can now let the Airport Commission run the Airport.  He acknowledged that Commissioners Carroll and Sibley are doing a great job on the Airport Commission and said he didn’t want to shorten their terms.  Commissioner Jason explained that they would still serve out their terms.  Commissioner Sibley’s will be up 12/31/00, but Commissioner Carroll’s term runs longer.  

Commissioner Carroll asked that this be on the next agenda.  Discussion followed about upcoming agendas and the need for all the County Commissioners to be present at that discussion.  Commissioner Sawyer stressed that both the size of the Airport Commission and whether or not County Commissioners sit on the Airport Commission be discussed.  Chairman Leland and Commissioner Flynn suggested getting a consensus from the Airport Commission.  

Commissioner Collins stated that the County Commissioners need to act on Commissioner Flynn’s resignation.  Commissioner Jason Moved that a letter be sent to Airport Commissioner Flynn thanking him for his yeoman’s service on the Airport Commission.  Commissioner Sawyer Seconded the Motion.  The Vote was unanimous and included additional thanks. 

Mrs. Borer requested that funds be reserved for next Fiscal Year.  A list was presented and read:

Dept.  0600 – Courthouse – Reserve $18,000. for furnace replacement


2800 – Regional Housing Authority - $24,818.15 for Outreach & 

                     Program Development


1500 – Health & Human Services Coordinator - $9,000. Office setup,



  equipment, supplies


2000 – Recreation - $25,000.  Beach truck ordered, not delivered



   and $400.00 for police radio for truck


2700 – Wastewater Treatment Facility - $99,508.00 sewer pipe 

                     replacement


1700 – Airport - $151,679.77 hazardous materials compliance



  and $94,500.00 capital improvements

· $9,200 Airport Master Plan Update

· $10,000 Maintenance Tractor

· $16,000 ARFF Vehicle Replacement

· $43,300 Taxiway to Business Park

· $16,000 Security Fencing

  and $31,491.09 for storage building

 Discussion followed.  Mrs. Borer was asked about the funds reserved for the DCRHA.  She explained that they could not spend all their money in the period between the Advisory Board’s meeting (when their funds were increased) and June 30.  Mrs. Borer also explained that she is carrying money over for the Recreation Department’s truck that was ordered but had not yet arrived.  There was some discussion about the $99,508 reserved for the Wastewater Treatment Facility.  Commissioner Carroll explained this is to replace all the original clay pipes.   Commissioner Sawyer asked if the taxiway is proceeding.  Commissioner Carroll explained the money requested to be reserved is seed money for engineering.  Commissioner Carroll said most of the money for the taxiways will eventually come from the Legislature.  

Commissioner Carroll explained that the money for the storage building is to build a facility for storage rather than the hangar presently used.  Commissioner Collins Moved to approved the Budget Reservations as presented.  Commissioner Sawyer Seconded the Motion that passed Unanimously.  

Chairman Leland mentioned the County Commissioners’ upcoming trip to Cuttyhunk July 27, 2000.  Commissioner Collins asked that the Chair acknowledge that Mr. Timothy Carroll is the new Chair of the Airport Commission.  

Discussion followed about painting the flagpole and the effort being made to find someone willing to do the job.  The Commissioners suggested County Engineer Berlucchi design a way to lower the flagpole to paint it.  Mrs. Borer mentioned that Tom Hale donated a flagpole that will be used at the new Administration Building.  

Commissioner Collins Moved to adjourn the meeting.  Commissioner Carroll Seconded the Motion.

The meeting adjourned at  8:35 p.m.

Complete text of meeting is available on tape at the County Commissioner’s office.
  __________________________________




JOSEPH E. SOLLITTO, JR.

  CLERK OF THE COURTS
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