COUNTY OF DUKES COUNTY


COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

A regular meeting of the County of Dukes County Commissioners was held on Wednesday, February 23, 2000, at 7:30 p.m. in the Edgartown Town Hall Selectmen’s Room, notice of such meeting having been posted as required by law.

Commissioners Present:
Leslie H. Leland, Chairman





Leonard Jason, Jr.





Robert Sawyer

                                   
E. B. Collins





Linda Sibley





Tim Carroll

Absent:


Daniel Flynn

Also Present:

Carol Borer, County Manager





Marsha Smolev, Executive Assistant

Sandra Lothrop, Associate Commissioner for 

    Affairs concerning Handicapped Persons

Gary Fauteux, C.O.R.D.

Bill Henning

Kira Law

Keith Fuller

Jonathan Revere





Sheriff McCormack





Noreen Mavro Flanders, Treasurer

Chairman Leland called the meeting to order at 7:35 p.m. 

Commissioner Collins Moved that the Minutes of Special Meeting 1/26/00 and Minutes of Regular Meeting 2/09/00 be accepted as written.  Commissioner Jason Seconded the Motion.  Commissioner Carroll was opposed.  Commissioner Sibley abstained.  The Motion passed.

The County Manager reported that she sent a letter to the MVC, Nantucket Commission, and Cape Cod Commission, requesting studies dealing with the impact of our traffic.  She is in the process of speaking with Nantucket about composting and transportation costs.  On March 8, The All Island Selectmen’s Meeting will feature Waste Options representative, Charles Gifford.  Mrs. Borer also reported that County Engineer Steve Berlucchi is going to meet with DEP.
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Mrs. Borer reported that the Dukes County Health Council is accepting names for membership.  Mrs. Borer mentioned that since the Council was created by Resolution, she believed changes in membership would have to be ratified by the County Commissioners.  Discussion followed, in which the Commissioners seemed to agree.  Commissioner Carroll Moved that Commissioner Sawyer attend the meetings as a voting member representing the County Commissioners.  County Manager Carol Borer will attend as a non-voting, ex-officio member.  Commissioner Sibley Seconded the Motion that passed unanimously.

Jeff Rothwell’s Building Trades Class at the MV Regional High School completed rebuilding the ramp at the Courthouse.  Mrs. Borer reported that the 4 students did an excellent job, and requested that the County Commissioners vote to issue a gift certificate, so the students can purchase tools for their program.  Commissioner Jason Moved that the students be given a gift certificate for $500.00.  Commissioner Sibley Seconded the Motion that passed unanimously.  Jeff Rothwell will be contacted to find out where to purchase the gift certificate.

Chairman Leland reported that he attended the West Tisbury Special Town Meeting, where the Intermunicipal Agreement was amended and passed.  Discussion followed.  Commissioner Sibley voiced her concern about legalities of the Agreement, and would consider asking the Attorney General’s opinion.  Commissioner Sawyer said Ron Rappaport scrutinized legal opinions, and Nantucket’s Agreement was tested.  Commissioner Sibley suggested getting a copy of Nantucket’s Agreement.  Chairman Leland requested that County Manager Carol Borer follow up on this.

Chairman Leland also mentioned that the Building Cap was defeated in West Tisbury.  

Sandra Lothrop began her presentation of the Study of Independent Living that she conducted, by stating her disappointment in the fact that so many people have significant living issues on top of their physical disabilities.  Food was not a need that had been anticipated.  

Bill Henning, Director of the Cape Organization for Disabled people in Hyannis, spoke about his program that has been providing services for independent living since 1989.  Bill Henning pledged to support Sandra Lothrop and the Vineyard’s attempt to develop programs to help independent living. 
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Sandra Lothrop suggested that the Vineyard have an incentive program to hire more PCAs (Personal Care Attendants.)  She also presented a job description for a consultant who would do initial assessments and help people get the services they need.  

Commissoner Jason asked if there was an age restriction in the Survey.  The answer was no.

Commissioner Sawyer thanked Sandra Lothrop for a job well done.  About 85% of the returns were by disabled people.  Between 15-20 respondents had psychiatric problems.  There was some discussion about the terms “handicapped” and “disabled.”  

Associate Commissioner Sandra Lothrop stated that she believes the County needs two employees: a nurse, and a consultant.  There was discussion about a Dental Program that is in place.  Perhaps, Commissioner Jason suggested, the community is not aware of the program.  

Commissioner Sibley asked what percentage of the Vineyard is disabled.  10.5%.  Statewide, it’s 12%.

Carol Borer asked which finding requires the most immediate attention from the County Commissioners.  Sandra Lothrop responded, homelessness and the need for food.  

Bill Henning reported that the Pharmacy Prescription Program for seniors has been expanded to include people with disabilities.  Gary Fauteux added that Patty Blakesley is working on an Island Elderly Survey.  

Commissioner Jason asked Sandra Lothrop to prioritize the top five areas that would make an impact on the problem.  He thanked Bill Henning and Gary Fauteux for their help and for attending the meeting.  

The Meeting Recessed at 8:55 PM and resumed at 9:01 PM.

Sheriff McCormack handed out Final Jail Study Reports that will be presented at the March 22, 2000 County Commissioner meeting.  Sheriff McCormack reported the immediate issues he’s facing have to do with space needs.  The Dept. of Capital Assets has offered temporary modular space.  The long-term issue is the need for a new jail.  Discussion followed.  
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Chairman Leland asked that Carol Borer do an inventory of tenants at the New York Ave. Extension Service property.  There was some discussion about the state of the buildings at the property.  

Commissioner Carroll asked if the chair lift is functional, and it is.  

Commissioner Sawyer introduced a draft letter from the Lifeline Coalition.  He Moved that Carol Borer draft a letter from the County Commissioners stating their position and recommending planning agencies to gather data.  Commissioner Collins requested that the County Commissioners see the draft, before voting to send it.  Commissioners Carroll and Sibley agreed.  The Motion was changed to include that the County Commissioners see the letter first.  Commissioner Carroll Seconded this Motion that passed unanimously.

Commissioner Sawyer Moved that the County Manager send a letter to the County Commissioners in Baltimore introducing Citizen Duncan Kramer.  Commissioner Jason Seconded the Motion that passed unanimously.  Commissioner Sawyer will draft the letter.

It was decided that it was too late to begin the Visioning Session, and that a meeting should be set aside solely for Visioning.  There was discussion about scheduling the next meetings.  

The meeting adjourned at 9:32PM.

Complete text of meeting is available on tape at the County Commissioner’s office.
  __________________________________
JOSEPH E. SOLLITTO, JR.

  CLERK OF THE COURTS
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