COUNTY OF DUKES COUNTY


COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

A regular meeting of the County of Dukes County Commissioners was held on Wednesday, January 26, 2000, at 7:30 p.m. at the Dukes County Courthouse, notice of such meeting having been posted as required by law.

Commissioners Present:
Leslie H. Leland, Chairman

Daniel Flynn 





Leonard Jason, Jr.





Robert Sawyer

                                   
Tim Carroll





E. B. Collins



    Absent:
Linda Sibley

Also Present:

Carol Borer, County Manager





Marsha Smolev, Executive Assistant





Sheriff McCormack





David Kann, Director WWTF

Chairman Leland opened the meeting at 7:43 PM.  Commissioner Sawyer Moved to accept the Minutes of 1/12/00 as written.  Commissioner Collins Seconded the Motion that passed unanimously.  It was mentioned that Auditors Powers and Sullivan will attend the next meeting, 2/9/00.

The County Manager began her report by calling for questions about the Audit.  Commissioner Carroll asked why it took so long for the Audit to be certified.  Commissioner Flynn asked why the Airport fuel accounts were not included in the audit.  He would like to see a more in depth audit.  Discussion followed.  Commissioner Collins said the Commissioners need to review the criteria for the audit.  

Mrs. Borer presented a Census 2000 Proclamation.  Commissioner Collins Moved that the Commissioners sign the Proclamation supporting the Census.  Commissioner Carroll Seconded the Motion that passed unanimously.

Chairman Leland did not have a report.

Sheriff McCormack reported on the Jail Task Force Subcommittee Telephone Survey Results.  301 registered voters over 18 were polled with a +/- error of 5%.  71% of those polled support the Jail Study Project.  25% are opposed and apparently steadfast in their opposition.  The final results of the Jail Study Task Force will be presented in March at a County Commissioner meeting.  If the County Commissioners agree with the report, it will be presented at public hearings. 
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Mrs. Borer explained the history of the $20,000 that the Airport voted to borrow on December 11, 1996 from Economic Development, Cape and Island License Plates.  Mrs. Borer has asked the Auditors to decide how this money can be repaid to the County.  

Commissioner Carroll Moved to re-appoint Marcia Cini, as County Counsel.  Commissioner Sawyer Seconded the vote, which passed unanimously.  Counsel Cini presented a letter of disclosure about her interest in the Hertz Rental Car business at the Airport.  Commissioner Carroll asked that Clerk of the Courts, Joe Sollitto, be given a copy.

Mrs. Borer reviewed letters concerning SSA issues.  

Commissioner Sawyer reported on uses of Airport Business Park lots, stating his concern that the lots were not intended to compete with retail businesses downtown.  Discussion followed about when County Commissioners make referrals to the MVC.  Commissioner Carroll said the Airport Business Park should not be used as a detriment to the community, and should be managed responsibly by the Airport.  Commissioner Sawyer was concerned that the Airport Commission might just award lots to highest bidders without concern for the effect on the community.  

Commissioner Jason Moved to go into Executive Session for the purpose of discussing strategy with respect to litigation and then reconvene in public session.  Commissioner Carroll Seconded the Motion.  Commissioner Flynn was concerned about going into Executive Session, thought the discussion should be public.  A roll call vote was taken.  Commissioners Sawyer, Jason, Collins, Leland, Carroll voted “aye.”  Commissioner Flynn voted “nay.”  The Motion passed.  Commissioner Jason Moved to invite Marsha Smolev, Executive Assistant, to stay for the Executive Session.  Chairman Leland declared Marsha Smolev invited.

Executive Session began at 8:37 PM.  Public Session reconvened at 9PM after a short recess.

There was some discussion about the Lifeline Coalition’s trip to Boston.  Commissioners Jason and Sawyer planned to attend.  Commissioner Sawyer voiced his concern that the Commissioners would not be able to influence the Coalition if they didn’t take part in it.  Commissioner Flynn said the County Commissioners have already decided to manifest their interests in another way.  Discussion followed.  Commissioner Jason reviewed the history of his involvement in meetings about SSA freight issues.

County of Dukes County





Meeting 01/26/00

County Commissioners





Page 03

Commissioner Flynn agreed with Commissioner Jason that the Coalition’s goal of mediation is not the way to go.  Commissioner Flynn continued that he thinks the Commissioners need to be united in their efforts.  Chairman Leland was concerned that the Coalition has ‘no legal teeth’, but yet may set the community down a path that will affect us for a long time to come.

Commissioner Carroll stressed the need for the County Commissioners to take a unified position.  He Moved to support the actions of the Lifeline Coalition to contact legislators to defeat the bill.  Commissioner Sawyer Seconded the Motion.  Discussion followed.  Commissioner Carroll reworded his Motion: The County Commissioners Moved to unanimously support the actions of the Lifeline Coalition to contact legislators to defeat the bill.  Commissioner Sawyer Seconded the Motion that passed unanimously.

Commissioner Jason wrote and presented the following Motion:  

We thank the Lifeline Coalition for their efforts and appreciate that Congressman Studds and Congressman Delahunt have offered their services in an attempt to mediate this complex issue.  However, the County Commissioners feel the mediation process is premature.  Before decisions are made that will effect the Island’s future, we should have the benefit of information derived from sound planning practices.  It would be more appropriate if the Martha’s Vineyard Commission, Nantucket Commission, and Cape Cod Commission would develop a process that would determine the issues that must be addressed, based on facts.  Only through an independent study, can true solutions be found. 

Commissioner Sawyer Seconded the Motion that passed unanimously.  The Motion will be sent to the Lifeline Coalition.  Discussion followed.  The Commissioners decided to add that they remain committed to reducing traffic through Woods Hole.  

Commissioner Jason Moved to adjourn the meeting.  Commissioner Carroll Seconded the Motion. The meeting adjourned at 10:02 PM.

Complete text of meeting is available on tape at the County Commissioner’s office.
  __________________________________
JOSEPH E. SOLLITTO, JR.

  CLERK OF THE COURTS
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