COUNTY OF DUKES COUNTY


COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

A regular meeting of the County of Dukes County Commissioners was held on Wednesday, January 12, 2000, at 7:30 p.m. at the Dukes County Courthouse, notice of such meeting having been posted as required by law.

Commissioners Present:
Linda Sibley, Chairman

Daniel Flynn 





Leonard Jason, Jr.





Leslie H. Leland





Robert Sawyer

                                          Tim Carroll





E. B. Collins

Also Present:

           Carol Borer, County Manager





Marsha Smolev, Executive Assistant





Noreen Flanders, County Treasurer





Dianne Powers, Register





Sheriff McCormack





Members of the public and press

Chairman Sibley called the meeting to order at 7:36 p.m., announcing that she did not intend to seek to remain Chairman, and calling for elections of County Commission Chairman and Vice Chairman.  Chairman Sibley asked for nominations for Chairman.  Commissioner Sawyer nominated Commissioner Leland.  Commissioner Jason Seconded the Motion.  Nominations were closed and the County Manager was asked to count the written ballots.  Commissioner Leland was elected unanimously.  He thanked the Commissioners for their votes and took over as Chairman calling for nominations for Vice Chairman.  Commissioner Jason nominated Commissioner Sawyer.  Commissioner Collins Seconded the Motion.  Commissioner Carroll nominated Commissioner Flynn.  Commissioner Sibley Seconded the Motion.  Commissioner Sawyer withdrew his name.  The County Manager counted the votes:  6 for Commissioner Flynn, 1 for Commissioner Sawyer.  Commissioner Flynn was elected Vice Chairman.  He thanked the Commissioners for their votes. 

Commissioner Collins Moved that the Minutes of 12/08/99 and 12/13/99 be accepted as written.  Commissioner Sibley Seconded the Motion.  Several Commissioners were given time to read the Minutes which were then passed unanimously.

The County Manager began her report by stating that all 6 towns had voted to put an article on their warrants addressing the Intermunicipal Agreement.
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Mrs. Borer continued, stating she was obtaining documents regarding the SSA, freight and New Bedford issues for anticipated discussions with Commissioners (Barnstable and Nantucket.)

Commissioner Flynn asked about the County Engineer’s schedule and also about progress on the Cape Air Building.  Commissioner Carroll asked for clarification about who would be moving to the Cape Air Building. (See written County Manager’s Report.)

Commissioner Sawyer reported that the Regional School Task Force is unanimously exploring the notion of a regional junior high as a starting point for regionalization. A junior high would solve space problems in schools all over the Vineyard.  Commissioner Sawyer explained that teachers lose seniority when they change schools. This fact has helped gain the support of teachers.

Commissioner Sawyer reported on the Intermunicipal Agreement for Emergency Services and asked that the Commissioners vote to support an amendment which states that the Committee will be made up of a selectman from each town or his designee, and two County Commissioners or their designees.  Commissioner Sawyer made this Motion.  Commissioner Carroll asked for an explanation and then Seconded it.  Commissioner Sibley stated that she wanted it noted in the Minutes that she would have preferred the money come from the budget under the Charter and not from an Intermunicipal Agreement, but she would vote for it.  Commissioner Carroll agreed with Commissioner Sibley that it should have been done through the budget. The Motion passed, with 6 affirmative votes.  Commissioner Flynn voted in opposition.

Commissioner Sawyer asked that before appointments are made, the Commissioners consider his Motion for removal of a member of a multi-member board.  Commissioner Carroll Seconded the Motion.  There was discussion about the Motion, which is intended to prevent chronic absences. Any officials appointed by the County of Dukes County Commissioners to a multiple member body may be removed from office by the County Commissioners if said official fails to attend regularly scheduled meetings for a period of three consecutive meetings without express leave from the chairman of such multiple member body, unless the County Commissioners shall determine otherwise.  Any such appointed official shall be automatically removed from office if such person is convicted of a felony or if such person is absent from such duties for the period of six months notwithstanding the permission from the chairman to be absent.  This rule shall become effective 
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when voted and shall ultimately be included in the County of Dukes County Administrative Code.  The Vote passed unanimously.

Commissioner Carroll made a Motion to appoint: Russell Walton to Pilgrim RC&D Council (1year term).  Commissioner Sibley Seconded the Motion. The vote passed unanimously.

Commissioner Flynn Moved to re-appoint all three Airport Commissioners, John Alley, Marc Villa, Tim Carroll, whose terms have expired.  Commissioner Sibley Seconded the Motion.

Discussion followed, beginning with Commissioner Collins stating that this was an ideal time to move to lessen the number of Airport Commissioners.  Commissioner Sibley disagreed with the idea of reducing the size of the Board, stating it’s easier to have a quorum if there’s a larger body.  Commissioner Sawyer supported Commissioner Collins, expressing his view that this was the time to reduce the size of the Airport Commission.  He asked Commissioner Flynn to consider withdrawing his Motion, but Commissioner Flynn would not do so.  Commissioner Flynn expressed his belief that it’s important to maintain the larger body so the new Airport Manager will have more support and help.  Commissioner Carroll agreed that this was not the time to reduce the Board’s size.  Discussion continued with Commissioner Jason saying that the County Commissioners should be off the Airport Commission. 

Chairman Leland called for a vote.  Commissioners Sibley, Flynn and Carroll voted “aye.”  Commissioners Sawyer, Jason and Collins voted “nay.”  Chairman Leland chose to break the tie by voting in favor of the Motion.  The 3 Airport Commissioners were re-appointed.

Commissioner Flynn Moved to instruct the County Manager to advertise the Airport Commission position vacated by William Frost.  Commissioner Sibley Seconded the Motion.    Commissioner Sibley suggested communicating with Bob Carroll, adding if he didn’t want to continue on the Board, and if William Frost’s position was not filled, there would be a reduction to 7 members.

Commissioner Jason wondered why there could be interest in a reduction now and not before the previous vote.  Commissioner Sibley thought it appropriate to eliminate inactive members.  Commissioner Flynn withdrew his Motion to advertise.  It was decided the new ruling about Removal of Members would be in effect as of this day, 1/12/00.  
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Commissioner Jason said the Board had an obligation to advertise a vacancy and Moved for a vote.  Commissioner Sibley Seconded it.  6 Commissioners voted affirmatively.  Commissioner Collins abstained.

Chairman Leland re-appointed Sandra C, Lothrop to Associate Commissioner for Affairs Concerning Handicapped Persons, and Marguerite A. Bergstrom to Associate Commissioner for Affairs Concerning the Elderly.  Commissioner Sawyer added that these are wise appointments.  The Associate Commissioners are doing a splendid job.

Commissioner Carroll Moved that the Emergency Management Director be re-appointed.  Commissioner Sawyer Seconded the Motion.  Also Moved (Commissioner Jason) and Seconded (Commissioner Carroll) was re-appointment of the Deputies, Assistants and Search and Rescue Team:  Earl B, Littlefield, Emergency Management Director (1 year term); William L. Searle, Robert Maciel, Sr., Bradford Fligor, Ivory Littlefield and Norman Perry, Deputy Emergency Management Directors (1 year terms); and the Emergency Management Deputies and Assistants to Deputy Emergency Management Directors as recommended (see appointment list attached.)

Commissioner Carroll Moved to appoint Melissa Norton, delegate from Edgartown, and re-appoint David Vigneault, delegate from West Tisbury, to the Dukes County Regional Housing Authority.  Commissioner Sawyer Seconded the Motion, which passed unanimously.

Commissioner Jason reported that he spoke with Nantucket Commissioners who requested quarterly meetings with County of Dukes County Commissioners.  It was suggested that the two groups of Commissioners could meet at the Annual Mass Municipal Conference.  

Commissioner Jason also offered condolences to Mrs. Dunham.  Commissioner Flynn reported that he spoke at the funeral service on behalf of the County Commissioners.

Commissioner Sawyer reported that he went to a meeting of the Falmouth Selectmen.  Warren Doty gave an update on the goals of the Lifeline Coalition.  Discussion followed.  The County Manager requested a copy of a letter that went to the Falmouth Selectmen.  

Commissioner Sawyer asked that the Commissioners remember that they decided to have a visioning session in January.  
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The Summary Letter from the Auditor’s Financial Report was presented.  The Airport’s balance is $168,835.  The County Treasurer answered questions about specific figures.  Discussion followed.  Commissioner Sawyer requested a status report about the Airport’s charge back to the County Treasurer.  Airport Commissioners Carroll and Alley were asked previously to meet with Treasurer Noreen Flanders.  There has been no action from the Airport.

There was some discussion about the County billing for services provided by the County Engineer.  Commissioner Flynn agreed it was a good idea if the Airport Department would be paying for engineering services anyway.

Mrs. Borer will ask the auditors, Powers and Sullivan, to attend the next meeting to present the Management Report as well as the results of their audit.

The meeting adjourned at 9:20 PM.

Complete text of meeting is available on tape at the County Commissioner’s office.
  __________________________________
JOSEPH E. SOLLITTO, JR.

  CLERK OF THE COURTS
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