
Commonwealth Of Massachusetts 
County Of Dukes County, S.S. 

MARTHA'S VINEYARD AIRPORT COMMISSION MEETING 
  

February 20, 2008  5:30PM 
Martha's Vineyard Airport 

Notice of Such Meeting having been Posted as Required by Law. 
  

Present:  Airport Commissioners:   Chairs Norman Perry, Frank Gildea,   
                                                         John Alley, James Craig, Connie Teixeira 
                                                         John Coskie was present by speaker phone.  
Airport Staff:               Sean Flynn - Manager,  
                                    Deborah Potter - Assistant Manager,  
Others:    Marni Lipke - Recorder 
Press:   Gimili Glavin - MVTV 
                         * Late arrival or early departure (see * in text) 
 
The meeting was called to order at 5:33PM. Chair Norman Perry requested a change in the order 
of the agenda.  
• It was explained later in the meeting that Mr. John Coskie was present and participating by 
phone but by law could not vote either by proxy or in absentia. 
 
3. Old Business 

 

 Reorganization Policy  
            Chair Norman Perry reviewed his successful mission to reshape the Martha’s Vineyard 
Airport Commission (MVAC) and credited the quality of people and their positive attitudes. 
After considering a previous discussion (see 1/15/08 Minutes p.2-3 #6) he proposed the 
Chairship be nominated and elected for at least a two year term after which they must step down 
for two years before serving as Chair again. He noted that a new Chair brought in enthusiasm 
while too long a tenure tended towards cliques and ill feeling. The MVAC discussed the 
proposal. Airport Manager Mr. Sean Flynn pointed out that the law stipulated a yearly 
reorganization.  
• MR. PERRY MOVED THAT A POLICY BE ADOPTED THAT THE CHAIR NORMALLY 
SERVE FOR A TWO YEAR TERM TO BE CHOSEN ANNUALLY BY THE 
NOMINATION/ELECTION PROCESS AND THAT ANY SITTING CHAIR MUST STEP 
DOWN AFTER EACH TWO YEAR TERM; MR. JOHN ALLEY SECONDED; MOTION 
WITHDRAWN.  
• NORMAN PERRY MOVED THAT A POLICY BE ADOPTED THAT NO CHAIR MAY 
SERVE MORE THAN TWO CONSECUTIVE YEARS; MR. ALLEY SECONDED; 
MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY: 5 AYES, 0 NAYS, 0 ABSTENTIONS. 
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2. Reorganization 
 

 Chairperson (Nomination & Vote) 
• NOMINATIONS BEING OPENED FOR CHAIR, MR. ALLEY NOMINATED MR. 
FRANK GILDEA: MR. JAMES CRAIG SECONDED; THERE BEING NO FURTHER 
NOMINATIONS THE NOMINATIONS WERE CLOSED; MR. GILDEA ACCEPTED 
THE NOMINATION; NOMINATION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY: MR. CRAIG - AYE, 
MR. ALLEY – AYE, MR. GILDEA – AYE, MS. CONNIE TEIXEIRA – AYE, MR. 
PERRY –  AYE.  
• Mr. Gildea expressed his enjoyment of serving on the MVAC, thanked Mr. Alley for the 
nomination and Chair Perry for his excellent service. Mr. Gildea would appreciate the support of 
the other Commissioners in fulfilling his duties. He would be away on a previously planned trip 
for March and part of April, 2008.  
• Mr. Perry passed the Chairship to Mr. Gildea. 
 

 Vice-Chairperson (Nomination & Vote) 
• NOMINATIONS BEING OPENED FOR VICE CHAIR, MS. TEIXEIRA NOMINATED 
MR. CRAIG; MR. ALLEY SECONDED;  
• MR. ALLEY NOMINATED MR. COSKIE: MR. PERRY SECONDED; THERE BEING 
NO FURTHER NOMINATIONS THE NOMINATIONS WERE CLOSED; 
• Mr. Craig was honored to be nominated and would have enjoyed serving but reluctantly 
declined due to personal matter which might limit his availability.  
• MR. COSKIE ACCEPTED THE NOMINATION; NOMINATION PASSED 
UNANIMOUSLY: MR. PERRY –  AYE, MR. CRAIG - AYE, MR. ALLEY – AYE, MR. 
GILDEA – AYE, MS. TEIXEIRA – AYE.  
• Mr. Coskie thanked Mr. Alley for the Nomination and Mr. Perry for his service as Chair. He 
felt he and Mr. Gildea would work well together. Current health issues might prevent him from 
attending the next meeting.  
 
 

1. Minutes  
 

 December 5, 2007 (Pending Review) 
These were postponed pending review by Management. 
 

 January 16, 2008 (Vote) 
MR. ALLEY MOVED TO APPROVE THE JANUARY 16, 2008 MINUTES AS 
AMENDED;  MR. CRAIG SECONDED;  MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY: 5 AYES, 
0 NAYS, 0 ABSTENTIONS. 
 

February 6, 2008(Vote) 
MR. ALLEY MOVED TO APPROVE THE FEBRUARY 6, 2008 MINUTES;  MR. 
CRAIG SECONDED;  MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY: 5 AYES, 0 NAYS, 0 
ABSTENTIONS 
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• Recorder Marni Lipke explained briefly that minutes were submitted to Management for 
technical corrections only and that all substantive amendments should be brought up and voted at 
MVAC meetings.  
 
3. Old Business 

 

 Reorganization Policy  
           The sub-committees were working well. (see below: Tasks).  
 
4. New business 
 

• Business cards were being printed for all MVAC member to be used at conferences, airports, 
etc.  
• In addition Mr. Perry had requested Airport Photo ID, however Mr. Flynn advised against it 
explaining that such ID’s were issued only to those staff active in day-to-day Airport operations 
and for aviation field access and were not really appropriate to the roles of the Commissioners. 
In addition Transportation Safety Administration (TSA) regulations required that such ID be 
accompanied by regular trainings.  
 
5. Manager’s Update 
• The Monthly Operational Update would be resent with some corrections (see documents on 
file). 
 

• The Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) required shift of Runway 6/24 had not included an 
obstruction survey in its scope of work. This would now have to be hired out to a third party at 
$174,000. The Mass Aeronautics Commission (MAC) was amenable to taking on and 
prioritizing the project at an 80% State -20% local split. There was a brief discussion on finding 
other funding sources for the local share. 
- Management had informed and was coordinating permitting for the survey with Bay State 
Environmental, the Mass Environmental Protection Agency MEPA, and Natural Heritage.   
- In view of this the FAA had unofficially postponed the project one year.  
 
7. Adjournment 
  

MR. ALLEY MOVED TO ADJOURN AT 6:18PM; MS. TEIXEIRA SECONDED; 
MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY: 5 AYES, 0 NAYS, 0 ABSTENTIONS. 
 

The Commissioners thanked Mr. Coskie for his participation. 
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Appendix A: Tasks 
• All - Anyone wanting to change sub-committees contact Mr. Gildea. 
   - Sub-committees please decide on a regularly scheduled meeting time. 
• Mr. Flynn – email revised Monthly Operations Update.  
• Mr. Alley – pursue Jet Blue connection,  
     - Keep Ms. Teixeira informed. 
 

March 2008 Agenda 
• 12/5/07, 2/20/08 Minutes 
• Monthly statistics report  
 

From previous meetings or ongoing 

• Review of EdMar Sightseeing 
• Sean - Ask MVTV re: standing order and bill for CD/DVD of MVAC meetings. 
• Inform Commissioners when background information is available at the Airport. 
- It is the responsibility of the Commissioners to view background information once it has been 
made available. 
• Lease renewals 6 mos. to 1 year before lease ends. 
• Require a deposit if tenant has repeated lease violations 
• Facilitate a Tenant’s Association 
 
 
Documents on file: 
Agenda 2/20/08 
Sign-in Sheet 2/20/08 
MVAC Monthly Operational Update January 2008 (2 p.) 2/20/08 
MV Airport A/R Aging Summary as of February 1, 2008 (2 p.) 2/20/08 
 


