Fiscal Year 2008 brought about changes in parking fines Island wide.
Beginning in August of 2007, I began meeting with the Selectmen in each Town and with the County Commissioners.  The main purpose of these meetings was to provide information on changes to Massachusetts General Laws Chapter 90 Section 20A1/2.  The most significant change was the increase in the maximum fines allowed.  The $35.00 fine increased to $50.00 and the 3rd fine of $15.00 increased to $20.00.  The towns individually decided on their increases, if any.  Each Town now has its own fine schedule.  The County decided to follow Edgartown. These new fines were implemented in June 2008.  

Plymouth County Parking Department continues to process our tickets.  A total of 13,147 new tickets were processed during FY 2008.  Access via computer modem to our data at Plymouth County enables us to assist those with parking ticket problems and/or questions immediately.  
Our online access to the Registry of Motor Vehicles enables us to clear and mark tickets electronically.  This real time updating continues to be a very important tool in helping those in non-renewal status.  

Income to the Parking Clerk is derived from a 15% share in fines collected.  During FY 2008, 
$266,072.00 was collected in fines.
 Joseph Sollitto, Hearings Officer, is available at the Dukes County Courthouse, Monday through Friday, 8:30 to 10:30 for those wishing to protest tickets within 21 days.  Written protests are accepted if procedures detailed on the front of tickets are followed.

I wish to thank Noreen Mavro Flanders, Joe Sollitto, Tammy Deese, Dukes County Communication Center and all the Island Police Departments for their continued help.

Respectively submitted,

Carol M. Grant

Martha’s Vineyard Parking Clerk

