DRUG ABUSE PREVENTION UNIT

The Dukes County Sheriff’s Office Drug Abuse Prevention Unit completes its nineteenth year of operation.  It is responsible for the administration of the D.A.R.E. (Drug Abuse Resistance Education) program, D.A.R.E. Operation Ropes Challenge Course, statistical data management, inter-department and community relations in drug and alcohol educational development and implementation, grant generation and management, and other duties as assigned by Sheriff Michael A. McCormack.

The D.A.R.E. program continues in the island school system, enjoying support from all agencies involved and has now graduated over 3,860 students.  The unit continues to provide the core 5th-6th-grade program in four elementary schools.  The Sheriff’s Office also provides adventure base counseling to selected 5th, 6tth and 8th grade students throughout the Island, culminating in participation at the D.A.R.E. Operations Ropes Challenge Course.   It also continues to offer a relationship with the YMCA teen center, with collaboration in the teen options program, as well as a female pre-teen peer group in the spring and fall of 2009.  The program provides a forum for at risk youth to learn life skills in conflict resolution, communication skills, problem solving and appropriate response to stressful situations during social interaction with peers and adults.  The D.A.R.E. Operations Challenge Ropes Course has continued to provide instructional pieces to Island teachers, offering education in adventure based counseling course operation and utilization of adventure learning in the classroom.  It has also provided adjunct programming to support several religious affiliated youth groups.  The DARE program will introduce a new child identification program in the elementary schools in the spring of 2009, as well as establish programming in the High School, through utilization of  new elements and equipment on the Ropes Challenge Course.

Due to the elimination of grant funding in the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, the Drug Abuse Prevention Unit has sought and been provided funding and services by private entities and local businesses on the Island of Martha’s Vineyard.  Through these charitable donations and the support of the Sheriff’s Office, the D.A.R.E. Program continues to grow and develop as a valuable tool in the prevention of drug abuse and violence.  Through fund raising efforts in the past year the DARE Operation Challenge Ropes Course has expanded the physical plant with several upgrades and new elements on the current course to include a new Helix Rock wall climbing tower and swing shot system.  The new elements and programming has been piloted in the 8th. Grade during the fall of 2008 and will be introduced to the High School level in the spring of 2009, which will expand the Drug Prevention Unit’s ability to service the community of Martha’s Vineyard.  

